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P res en t : 
A n n 
A l b e r t , 
B e r y l 
Birkland, 
D a w n 

Loseke, Colleen Palmer, Greg 
Anderson, Kim Rolfes, Claire 
Davis, Pastor Jim and Jeff 
Petersen. 
 
Jeff called the meeting to order. 
  
The sales representatives for 
Rodgers  Organ gave a 
presentation to the council about 
digital organs. 
  
Pastor Jim led us devotions. 

Ann made a motion to accept the 
previous meetings minutes.  
Dawn seconded it.  Carried. 
  
Greg made a motion to accept 
the financial report.  Beryl 
seconded it.  Carried. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Youth will host the Easter 

Breakfast following the early 
service. 

 
Church Property Team: 
�  Annual church cleaning was 

March 21. 
� There was discussion 

regarding a new window for 
Cindy’s office.  The Church 
P r o p e r t y  T e a m  w i l l 
investigate this. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

May 2009 

        The purpose of Zion’s 
Endowed Benevolence program is 
to extend and enrich the kingdom 
of God by witnessing in word and 
deed to people in need.  We are 
excited to announce the recipients 
of the grants awarded for 2009, 
which totaled $15,000.  We 
believe you, also, will share our 
excitement as you read about the 
lives that will be changed as we 
pursue our vision of “Caring for 

All God’s People, One by One.” 
 
Ilembula Lutheran Hospital, 
Tanzania ($1,000) 
The Ilembula Lutheran Hospital 
is a 300-bed hospital in the heart 
of Tanzania that is also the host 
site for an accredited school of 
nursing.  The washers and dryers 
being used by the hospital are 
estimated to be fifty years old and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                          Greg Anderson 

Beryl Birkland                         Claire Davis 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 
 
Caring, Finance & Memorial, 
Long Range Planning, Endowed 
Benevolence, and Stewardship  
Teams: 
� No Report 
 
Worship Team: 
�  Maundy Thursday worship 

will be April 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
�  Good Friday worship will be 

April 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
�  Easter worship will be April 

12 at 7:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
� Graduate Recognition Sunday 

will be May 10 
 
Staff Report: 
�  A funeral service was 

c o n d u c t e d  f o r  D o r a 
Wiklander. 

� A wedding service was 
performed for Seth Fevold 
and Brittney Peterson. 

Old Business: 
�  Envelopes will be inserted in 

the Easter bulletins to solicit 
donations for the Parsonage 
Kitchen Fund.  There is less 
than $1,500 left on this note. 

� The survey taken regarding 
what should be done 
regarding our organ indicated 
that a majority was in favor of 
purchasing a digital organ to 
replace our current organ.  
The majority of respondents 
were not if favor of 
continuing to use the pipes. 

 
New Business: 
�  Greg made a motion to 

transfer the membership of 
Brent Anderson to Christ the 
King Lutheran Church in 
Iowa City.  Seconded by Kim.  
Motion carried. 

�  Synod Assembly will be May 
1-3.  Delegates will be Bud 
and Donita Johanson, Emma 

On Sunday, May 10, we will be recognizing our 2009 High School 
graduates and their parents during the worship service.   
 
2009 graduating students are: 
Brandi Carlson, daughter of Marty and Christi Carlson 
Aaron Darnell, son of Tim and Tammy Baade 
Claire Davis, daughter of Rev. Jim and Tami Davis  
Tara Goodale, daughter of Virgil and Marsha Goodale 
Katelyn Johnson, daughter of Paul and Kathleen Johnson 
Amanda Kinley, daughter of Dennis Kinley and Crystal Kinley 
Kyla Mohr , daughter of Steve and Ruthann Mohr 
Tom Petersen, son of Jeff and Julie Petersen 
Allie Schill , daughter of Tom and Rachel Schill 
Josh Zinnel, son of Scott and Annette Zinnel 
 
        Congratulations and best of luck in your fu-
ture endeavors.   May you always keep God close 
to you wherever you travel. 

Davis, Rev. Don Wahlgren and 
Pastor Jim.  Claire Davis and 
Kyla Mohr will also attend. 

�  A box for food pantry items 
will be placed in the front of 
Jamboree. 

� The following offerings have 
been designated for the 
specified ministries: Easter: 
Church of the Damascus Road 
and Lutheran Lakeside; 
Thanksgiving: World Hunger; 
Christmas: Well project in 
Tanzania and Bremwood. 

 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting will be March 31, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Claire Davis, 
Secretary  

Graduate Recognition Sunday� Organ/Piano Recital 
 
Colleen Palmer 
will be holding her 
annual organ/
piano recital for 
her students on 

Tuesday, May 19th at 7:30 p.m.   
Please come to Zion and listen as 
they show off their talents. 

 
 
 We are 
trying to 
keep up 
with the 

technological times in the church 
office by using e-mail as a way of 
contacting our members.  If we do 
not have your e-mail address 
please call the office and update us 
so we can keep you in touch with 
church happenings.�
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                                                     March                      Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                11,704.33               38,591.39 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            14,076.83               42,073.66 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            13,319.61               40,175.46* 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       12,826.84               42,090.87 
 
*Note—Y.T.D. expenses do not include February & March be-
nevolence that was paid in April. 

          charge all women of Zion are  
          asked to furnish baked  
          goods. 
 
  6—Bible Briefing .... 10:00 a.m. 
 
  7—Dorcas Circle ........9:00 a.m. 
         Bible Study ...........................   
          ................Virginia Amandus 
         Hostesses .............................. 
          ...............Marjorie Wahlgren 
    —Esther Circle .........9:00 a.m. 
         Bible Study .... Sandy Thoma 
         Hostess ......Donita Johanson 
    —Martha Circle ...... 1:30 p.m. 
         Bible Study .....Ruby Phillips 
         Hostess ........... Rita Peterson 
14—Project Day .......... 1:30 p.m. 
20—Birthdays at Gowrie Care  
         Center .................. 2:30 p.m. 
         Dorcas Circle 
 
June 
  2—Bible Briefing ......10:00 a.m. 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN A 
CHRIST-CENTERED  

             COMMUNITY . 
      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 
Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
Weddings: 
Lindy Habben 
Joe Gregory                  04/04/2009 
 
Funerals: 
Loretta Youngquist      04/21/2009 
 
Baptisms: 
Evan William Kuhn     04/26/2009 

       It’s time to think about sum-
mer plans.  We hope you will 
consider a special event in June;  
Western Iowa Synod Women’s 
Convention on Saturday, June 27, 
at First Lutheran Church north of 
Milford, IA.  This will be a good 
opportunity to meet with other 
women from our Synod for Bible 
study, worship, inspiration, and 
fellowship near Lake Okoboji. 
       The theme for the one-day 
event is “Women of Salt” based 
on Mark 9:50.  (Not like Lot’s 
wife but the good seasoning and 
preservative.)  There is a special 
offer on registration until May 
31—two people for $40 when 
mailed in the same envelope. 

        In addition to our regular of-
ferings, there is an in-kind offer-
ing for Cherish House, a mater-
nity home for pregnant teens in 
Iowa.  
        Registration blanks are avail-
able at the church office, your cir-
cle chairman, Phyllis Rasmussen, 
or Marjorie Wahlgren. 
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
May 
  5—May Morning Coffee and 
        Bake Sale .............9:00 a.m. 
        Esther & Martha circles in 

������������	�
����
�
�
�
�
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Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1.   Jesus is Lord. 
2.   Each person is a child of God. 
3.   Everyone is welcome. 
4.   Love changes us. 
5.   Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6.   The world needs the vision we 

have to offer. 
7.   We exist to serve others. 
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A Portion of the April 2009 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen,  
Missionaries in Tanzania since 1998. 

(See the bulletin board in the back of the church for the full newsletter.)  
 

Dear friends, relatives, sponsors, supporters, fellow Chris-
tians and you,  
 
       This is the time of year I want to nail a stuffed Easter 
Bunny to the cross by his ears and post a note below, 
“How’s your theology?” Jean, however, far wiser than I am 
in the ways of public opinion, said, “But there are people 
(meaning sponsors, I suppose) who think the Easter Bunny 
is cute.”  
       This is such a very special time of year, don’t let any-
one or anything (including Marvin) distract you from wal-
lowing in its magnitude and wonder. Christ has died; Christ 
has risen: Christ will come again. And, except for grace, 
redemption, forgiveness, salvation, love, and divine prom-
ises, it’s about as good as any message the church can ever 
share with you: He lives!  
       Water, a bit of a log: Day one, enough water for a sin-
gle flush and three pails, not enough. Day two: no water. 
Day three, one flush and one filled pail. Day four: even be-
fore the sun rose, water came! With a ‘Steamie’ shower-
head, Marvin raced in and got a hot shower. As soon as he 
was done, he called “Jean! Shower.” Up she rose, instantly 
awake, down she came. Then, about the moment her foot 
hit the floor at the bottom of our little circular staircase, the 
power went out. Silence. Dark silence. Water, but no hot 
water. I knew better than to say anything; some moments 
you just let unfold, Then, from the darkness, from the foot 
of the stairway, came this little voice, “Is there coffee, at 
least?” I thought of Elijah hearing the little voice of God. 
Yes, there was coffee. Then the water went away. Then, for 
the next ten days, no water. There was water in the system 
but it wasn’t coming to us. So, after nearly two weeks of 
bothering the Monduli District folks, they said, (My words, 
they speak Swahili) “Look, that’s all the water you get, you 
can’t have any more!” to which our Deputy Head re-
sponded, “But we’re not getting any!” to which the Mon-
duli guy said, “Yes, you are.” They finally figured out, oh 
surprise, we really weren’t getting any water. So, for that 
one day, we got water. It was not enough to fill the tank on 
the back of the toilet once but, hey, we got water. As we 
approached Easter, there was no longer water in the pipes, 
it seems the Monduli District folks have not paid their elec-
tric bill and so the power company turned off the power to 
their offices and the water pump. This they do on holy 
week when no one is in the offices anyway. That’s enough 
about water for this month.  

        A school item regarding the Form Four results from 
last November: according to The Guardian newspaper, 
dated March 16th (available to read on the Web), quoting 
them on their article of the Form Four results 2008 said, 
“According to the National Examination Council (Necta), a 
total of 41,018, about 18.47 per cent students scored divi-
sion one to three in 2008 compared to 44,348, about 23.51 
per cent in 2007; a drop of 5.04 per cent.”  Our success rate 
was 89%—No failures. Sometimes success can be embar-
rassing; this one does not embarrass us. These scores 
ranked the Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary School 3 out 
of 170 schools in the Northern Region and, nationally, 
number 37.  
        Our Form Five situation is thus: Out of our 34 girls, 17 
qualified for Form Five at MGLSS.  
         Please pray for these girls and for the Career Commit-
tee and for OPERATION BOOTSTRAP AFRICA (OBA) 
as we work together to ensure these girls can complete their 
education to a level of employment. They are still at risk of 
early marriage and pregnancy and will need your continued 
financial support via OBA’s University Fund.  
        A reminder to people who wish to donate to the 
Maasae Girls School through the ELCA in Chicago: Write 
“Global Gift: Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary School” on 
the check and send it to “Global Mission Support,” 8765 
W. Higgins RD, Chicago, IL 60631. We just had an amount 
go astray into the general missionary fund in Chicago. 
        If you are donating through Operation Bootstrap Af-
rica (OBA), write the school’s name and designated fund 
on the little line on the bottom left of your check such as 
“University Fund” for any post-MGLSS scholarship. That 
way, the money clearly gets to the school or to the desig-
nated scholarship fund.  
        Please know that our students are aware of the difficult 
financial situation in the USA right now via the newspapers 
and broadcasts. They pray for you all, sponsors and sup-
porters of all kinds, visitors and volunteers. They are very 
grateful for your sharing sacrificially so that they might be 
educated and contribute to their society. Often they ask us 
to thank you. So, they thank you and we thank you, faithful 
and Easter-empowered partners in the education of these 
‘little ones’.  
        Have a blessed Easter Season. Greet your families. Re-
joice, for He has risen!  
 
Amefufuka! Kweli, Kweli!!  
Indeed,  
Love, Kweli, Kweli,  
Marvin Kananen and Jean Wahlstrom  
Missionaries for the ELCA, Global Missions  
 

� ��������� 	� 
�� 	
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 (Continued from page 1) 

ZEB Grants 
 

are in poor condition.  Laundry is currently wrung out 
by hand and hung on lines to dry.  This grant will jump 
start a fundraising effort to purchase new equipment 
for the Ilembula Lutheran Hospital. 
Grant applicant: Colleen Palmer 
 
Celebrate Recovery ($1,500) 
Celebrate Recovery is a Christian 12 step recovery 
program based on the Beatitudes and proven to work 
within the church and community to help people 
overcome life’s hurts, habits and hang-ups like: 
addiction, alcohol, abuse, loss, codependency, 
loneliness, etc.  Celebrate Recover will meet in First 
Presbyterian Church, Fort Dodge, and is open to the 
public. 
Grant applicant: Deborah K. Roe 
 
Tyler Rasmussen Scholarship Fund ($3,500) 
This grant will be used to provide matching funds for 
the donations of individuals and organizations to the 
Tyler Rasmussen Seminary Scholarship Fund. Funds 
will be matched dollar for dollar up to $3,500. 
Grant applicant: Mary Orness on behalf of the Zion 
Lutheran Women of the ELCA 
 
Millennium Ministries ($2,000) 
Millenium Ministries organizes mission trips to serve 
the poverty stricken people of Nicaragua.  Pam 
Kennell, Steve Julius, Linda Carlson, Kathleen 
Johnson and Kim Kennell, all members of Cooperative 
congregations, have traveled to Nicaragua several 
times with Millenium Ministries.  This grant will be 
used for medicine and supplies for the people served 
by Millenium Ministries. 
Grant applicant: Linda Carlson, Kathleen Johnson, 
Pam and Kim Kennell 
 
Igumbilo Secondary Girls’ School ($1,000) 
The Igumbilo Secondary Girls’ School in Tanzania is a 
cooperative effort of the Western Iowa Synod ELCA 
and the Southern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania.  This grant will be used to provide 
scholarships to at least two girls to attend school who 
otherwise would not have the opportunity to be 
educated. 
Grant applicants: Claire Davis 
 

Operation Bootstrap ($1,000) 
Operation Bootstrap in coordination with Jean 
Wahlstrom will use this grant to provide an 
opportunity for post-secondary education for a 
graduate of the Masae Girls’ Secondary School. 
Grant applicants: Marjorie and Donald Wahlgren  
 
Lutheran Lakeside Bible Camp ($1,625) 
This grant will be used to provide camperships to 
Lutheran Lakeside Bible Camp for children who would 
otherwise not be able to attend camp. 
Grant applicant: Zion Lutheran Church Council 
 
Bremwood’s Spiritual Life Program ($1,000) 
This grant will assist Bremwood in pursuing their goal 
of providing an opportunity for every child to 
experience the healing love of Jesus Christ and 
respond by living a faithful and abundant life. 
Grant applicant: Dave Assmus, Lutheran Services of 
Iowa 
 
Zion Lutheran Church Scholarship Fund ($1,125) 
This grant will be used to provide scholarships for 
graduating high school seniors of Zion who have 
demonstrated a passion for and commitment to service 
in the church and community. 
Grant applicants: Cheryl Rasmussen and Cindy 
Youngquist 
 
PENCILS ($1,000) 
Project PENCILS is a ministry of the Community 
Church of Hudson, Iowa, offered through its Love to 
Life and Mission Boards.  Project PENCILS provides 
school supplies (backpacks, pencils, paper, shoes, etc.) 
for children in need.  Members of the congregation 
also donate supplies.  Members also accompany the 
children as they shop for school supplies. 
Grant applicants: Deb Williams 
 
Presbyterian Village “Therapy Garden” ($1,250) 
This grant will be used to develop a “Therapy Garden” 
for residents of the Presbyterian Village in Ackley who 
suffer from Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia.  
The “Therapy Garden” will provide a safe and secure 
place for residents to enjoy the outdoors. 
Grant applicants: Barbara J. Keninger 
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        The sharing of our gifts in mu-
sic, art, drama, sewing, baking, etc. 
are important as followers of 
Christ in a world where money and 
possessions rule.  God has gifted 
you to share your talents, so that 
when you leave this earth the light 
of Christ will shine more brightly, 
and the gracious love of our Al-
mighty God will be known in 
many more human hearts. 
        We invite you to take a look 
around and see if God is calling 
you to share the gifts He has given 
you.  On Sunday, June 21, begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m. we will gather 
together for a fun evening of Share 
Your Talents.   Tables will be set 
up in the fellowship hall at Zion 
for people to display their talents, 
musical talents will be showcased 

in the sanctuary and an ice cream 
social with hot dogs, burgers, bars 
and drinks will be served by the 
High School Youth Group.  A free-
will offering will be taken for the 
ice cream social. (If you make 
homemade ice cream and are will-
ing to donate a batch please let us 
know as that is what we would like 
to serve.)  Proceeds from the social 
will be divided between the 
Stephen Ministries and the Youth 
Group programs. 
       Please call Cindy (352-3612) 
or Cheryl (352-3645) at the Coun-
tryside Office and enlist to share 
your talents.  If you know of some-
one who has a special talent please 
let us know and we will contact 
them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SONSHINE BELLS 
May 6 – practice after school 
You will need to each bring your 
own snack and drink 
May 13 – I will be picking you up 
from the High School as we will be 
going out to the Care Center to 
play. We will return to the church 
once we are done.  
May 20 – a short practice after 
school – Colleen snack 
SUNDAY, MAY 31 – As of now, 
we will be playing at the Methodist 
Church that morning during prelude 
and then coming over to Zion to 
play during the offertory. The 

Methodists start at 10:15, so the 
kids need to be at the church by 
9:45 to run through the songs. I 
know school will be out, but this is 
the best I could do during the 
month of May. It just gets very 
busy.  
Thanks for all your help in getting 
your child at the rehearsals and ac-
tual times to play in church. They 
are a very fun group! See you in the 
fall. 

 
VESPER RINGERS 

May 6 – Wednesday – 6:30 
May 10 – PLAY IN CHURCH 
Thanks for all of your hard work 
through the year. You do such a 
great job!!!! Thanks for your time 
and dedication! You are a great 
group to work with. Have a great 
summer! 

SR. CHOIR 
I can’t believe this is the last time 
for the year already. We will prac-
tice on SUNDAY, MAY 17 and 
SING in church that morning. 
Thanks for all of your hard work as 
well. It’s so wonderful to have a 
strong group that is willing to give 
of their time. We are blessed to 
have such wonderful musicians! 
 
A BIG, HUGE THANK YOU to 
all of our wonderful musicians who 
have led as liturgists through the 
year, played an instrument, sang a 
solo, sang in small groups, and 
played or sang in our choirs. 
You have added so much to our ser-
vices!!!! WE ARE SO BLESSED! 
 

—Colleen  

���������	
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I would like to thank everyone who 
remembered me on my 80th birth-
day and since my return home.  I 
didn’t expect to spend it in the hos-
pital but your cards and well wishes 
certainly helped make it a good day.  
Your thoughtfulness will always be 
remembered and appreciated.  
Thanks for all the get-well cards 
and prayers too. 
 
                            Sincerely,                         
                          Don Amandus  

 
 

 

��	�
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      1                Ruth Elaine Sandeen 
      8                            Davis Family
    25                         Dale Anderson 

 
 
 

*Zion is in need of more members to sign up for 
“Missionary for a Day.”  All you need to do is sign your 
name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in the 
library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount 
you wish to give. 

 
  1                Ruth Elaine Sandeen 
  2                       Bailey Anderson 
                            Shanda Carlson 
                              Shane Carlson 
                              Merlyn Jensen 
                                Andy Suchan 
  3                    Stefanie Anderson 
                                     Jan Miller 
  4                          Emilee Nelson 
  6                 Courtney McCubbin  
  7                                Tim Baade 
  8                              Lexie Davis 
                                     Jodi Ferry 
                                  Scott Miller 
                                 Scott Paullin 
  9                              Jessica Lane 
                                  Greg Towne 
10                       Samantha Alphs 
                                 Jayne Runge 
12                          Ron Hemesath 
13                           Chris Ransom 
14                               Shirley Erb 
15                          Lindy Gregory 
16                              Greg Norine 
 

17                     Doug Bloomquist 
                             Parker Lehman 
18                              Claire Davis 
19                          Dylan Breeden 
                               Shawn Burger 
                                  Janet Carlon 
20                        Almeda Gordon 
23                          Rebecca Nellis 
24                           Sue Anderson 
                                Abbie Burger 
                                    Kyla Mohr 
                              Betty Pedersen 
25                          Dale Anderson 
                                David Nelson 
27                            Jenna Hanson 
                                 Alan Urelius 
28                         Delores Hoover 
                               Katie Petersen 
30                                 Lee White 
31                              Cody Picard 

GREETERS 
 

 
  3             Leonard & Greta Jansa 
    Ruth Sandeen & Pauline Olson 
10                 John & Julia Fevold 
   Frances Brown & Rita Peterson 
17                       Lee & Jill White 
MaryLou Carlson & Julie Mosher 
24           Dennis & Carol Barnum 
         Ray Norine & Joe McGuire 
31    Bruce & Cindy McCormack 
         Matt & Amanda Thompson 

 
USHERS 

 
Steve Lane  

Tom Larson 
Paul Fevold 

Matt Thompson 
Tracy Burger 
Justin Nordin 

 
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

 
   
  3  ..........................Dick Phillips 
10  ......................Dennis Barnum 
17  ............................. Kay Miller 
24  ............................. Kyla Mohr 
31  ....................Katelyn Johnson 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
  3 ..................Don & Jean Larson 
17 .......... Bud & Donita Johanson 
31 .......................... Pauline Olson 
 

 
L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 

 
Jeff Petersen & Dawn Loseke 

MAY 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


