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Zion Lutheran Church Council 
met June 30, 2009 with the 
following members present: 
 Greg Anderson, Beryl Birland, 
Dawn Loseke, Colleen Palmer, 
Jeff Petersen, Kim Rolfes, and 
Pastor Jim Davis. 
 
Jeff Petersen called the meeting 

to order . 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions on 
“Seeing Abundance”. 
 
The minutes were read and 
approved.  The financial report 
was approved. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 

�� 7 youth and 2 adults will 
be attending the National 
Youth Gathering in New 

(Continued on page 2a) 

August 2009 

 Zion’s annual meeting will 
be  Sunday, August 30, 2009.  
The  meet i ng  w i l l  s ta r t 
immediately following the 
worship service.  We will meet in 
the fellowship hall and have our 
missionary coffee while we work. 
 Please bring any questions 
you may have about Zion’s vision 
with you on Sunday, August 30. 
 
 ATTENTION all committee 
chairs.  Annual meeting reports 
are due in the church office by 
Wednesday, August 12.   Please 
do not delay as that only makes 

more work for the church office.  
Thank you. 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
 352-3932 
Rod Meyer ............. Pastoral Associate 
 846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
 352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ... Admin. Assistant 
 352-3645 
Beth Miller ........... Financial Secretary 
 879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ..................... Treasurer 
 352-3292 
Paul Johnson family .......... Custodians 
 548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
 Sr. High Youth Leaders 
 968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
 352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ....... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................  

 www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 
Kim Rolfes ................................ Vice-Chair 
Ann Albert Greg Anderson 
Beryl Birkland Claire Davis 
Dawn Loseke Colleen Palmer 
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Orleans on July 20 – 27. 
�� Vacation Bible School 

will be on July 27 – 30.  A 
new VBS coordinator will 
be needed after this year. 

 
No Other Team Reports. 
 
Staff Report: 

�� Weddings were conducted 
for Kristen Mohr and 
Chris Behrens on May 30 
and Natalie Petersen and 
Andrew Whelchel on June 
6. 

�� Funeral services were 
conducted for Russell 
Petersen. 

�� Paige and Anna Frahm 
were baptized on June 28. 

 
 

Old Business: 
�� A $35,000 note from 

Heartland Bank was taken 
out for the organ.  The 
new organ has been 
delivered.  We are waiting 
to see if we can dispose of 
the old organ before we 
have the new one 
installed.  A person from 
Missouri is planning on 
coming here next week   
to see if he is interested in 
buying the old organ. 

�� The talent show went 
well.  There was good 
attendance and it was 
great to see all the talent. 

�� The garden show was 
well attended with close 
to 80 people.  We 
exceeded the $1,000 goal 
for the washer/dryer for 
the hospital in Tanzania. 

�� The summer phone-athon 

(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

 “I don’t have an estate so I don’t 
need to think about planned giv-
ing.”  Have you ever said this when 
you were asked about planned giv-
ing?  This is the answer heard most 
often and it couldn’t be more 
wrong!  Just ask the relatives who 
were left to handle a “non-existent” 
estate when a loved one died with-
out a will. 
 Your estate is the sum total of 
the property accumulated through-
out your lifetime that God has en-
trusted to your care:  your home and 
its contents, personal property, re-
tirement accounts, insurance, farm-
land, bank deposits and any invest-
ments you have.  Not all of your 
estate is easily passed on to your 

heirs or disposed of efficiently.  
And not all of your estate is taxable, 
but much of it is, especially the as-
sets held in most retirement plans 
and IRAs.  If these assets are wor-
thy of your time and attention in 
life, shouldn’t they be worthy of 
your care at death? 
 When including the Zion En-
dowed Benevolence Fund in their 
wills, donors often choose one or 
more of the following types of be-
quests: 

·  Residual or percentage be-
quest grants the residue 
(what’s left over), or a per-
centage of the residue, of 
your estate to the ZEB 

Fund after your specific 
bequests have been made; 

·  Specific or general bequest 
is used to leave a stated 
amount of cash, securities 
and/or other property; 

·  Contingent bequest pro-
vides an alternative benefi-
ciary if one or more of your 
bequests cannot be ful-
filled; 

·  Life income bequest pro-
vides a life income to 
someone close to you with 
the principal passing to the 
ZEB Fund after his/her life-
time; 

(Continued on page 3) 

will be on August 30. 
 
New Business: 

��  Pastor Jim will meet with 
Ann Albert to discuss 
about Sunday School next 
fall. 

�� We have a car for Pastor 
Don and Pastor Jim to ride 
in (in recognition of their 
ordination anniversaries) 
for the July 4th parade.  We 
need a driver and someone 
to make signs. 

�� We will sell the old chairs 
in the basement for $1 
each. 

  
We closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
  
Next meeting will be on July 28 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

Colleen Palmer, 
Secretary, Pro-tem 
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                               June Y.T.D. 
 
 ACTUAL INCOME  11,072.00 73,115.51 
 
 BUDGETED INCOME   14,076.83 84,304.15 
 
 ACTUAL EXPENSES  14,446.00 84,126.33  
 
 BUDGETED EXPENSES  14,076.82 84,321.34 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Highlights of Western IA. 
Women’s Convention 

 
 The theme for the Western 
Iowa Women’s Convention was 
“You (believers) are the salt of the 
earth”. (Matt. 5:13)  Bible study 
leader, Pastor Tim Nappe of Mil-
ford, and worship service preacher, 
Pastor Janelle Siffring of Manson 
emphasized the usefulness of salt—
to be a cleansing agent and a pre-
servative as well as an important 
ingredient in many foods to bring 
out the best flavor.  Salt does not 
exist for its own sake but to bring 
out the best in others in a commu-
nity or society. 
 Election of a new president for  
our Western Iowa Synod Women 
was an important part of the busi-
ness sessions.  Of 224 voting mem-
bers present, 71 attended.  Our new 

president is Mary Ann Olsen of 
Thompson, IA.  Four new  board 
members were also elected:  Sela 
Bryhne of St. Olaf, Fort Dodge is 
one of the new board members.  
Offering for the general convention 
projects was over $7,650.  Total for 
the special project, Cherish House, 
was over $13,000.  Phyllis Ras-
mussen, our delegate, and I both 
enjoyed the day and the beautiful 
new church at Milford. 

—Marjorie Wahlgren,  
Chairperson 

 
NOTE:  The Twin Lakes Retreat is 
on September 9 from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  Theme is “Jesus, a Light 
for All Seasons”.  Leader is Kris 
Meyer of Forest City, IA.  $20 reg-
istration fee is due to Jean Larson 
by August 21. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
AUGUST 
  6—All Circles Bible Study at 

church ...................  9:30 a.m. 
  led by Pastor Jim 
13—Project Day ............ 1:30 p.m. 
16—Chicken Dinner Fundraiser

 ........... 10:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
21—Registrations due for Sep-

tember Twin Lakes Retreat  
26—Bingo at  the Care Center

 ................................ 2:30 p.m. 
  Dorcas Circle (Bring cook-

ies) 
 
SEPTEMBER 
  8—Fall Coffee & Bake Sale 
   ................................ 9:00 a.m. 
  Dorcas Circle is in charge 
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· Combination bequest com-
bines several of the gifts 
listed above. 

 If you already have a will and 
wish to make a change, we 
strongly suggest consulting your 
attorney.  If you would like to in-
clude our ZEB Fund, you may also 
ask your attorney to write a codi-
cil, which is a modification to an 
existing will.  This additional 
document is as legal and binding 
as the original will and provides an 
easy and inexpensive way to revise 
and update your will over time. 
  We urge you to include our 
Zion Endowed Benevolence Fund 
in your will.  This will reinforce 
the values by which you have lived 
and extend your discipleship into 
the future – your legacy of helping 
people in need.      

(Continued from page 2) 

Planned Giving 
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It’s time to be making school kits 
for Lutheran World Relief.  Please 
help us make as many school kits as 
possible. 
 Items needed for each kit are:   
�  1 pair blunt scissors 
�  1 12-inch ruler with centime-

ters on one side 
�  1 pencil sharpener 
�  6 new pencils with erasers 
�  1 eraser approximately 2.5 

inches long 
�  12 sheets of construction pa-

per in assorted colors 
�  1 box of  8, 16, or 24 crayons 
 (An individual donated several 
boxes of new notebooks this year, 
so we do not need notebooks at this 
time.)  Place your contributions in 

the blue plastic container labeled 
for Lutheran World Relief in the 
back of the church.  If you do not 
care to shop, monetary contribu-
tions are welcomed.  You may give 
them to Jean Larson, treasurer, or 
leave them in the church  
office.�

� LIBRARY 
NEWS 

 
Recent acquisi-
tions for our li-
brary are few but we hope to have 
more for you soon. 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Fiction:  
The Redemption of Sarah Cain 

by Beverly Lewis 
 

 
Home & Family:  
Chicken Soup for the Mother’s Soul 

by Jack Canfield, Mark Hanson & 
others 

(101 stories on topics about Moth-
ers’ Love, Guiding Hand, Courage, 
Special Moments, etc.) 

  
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  

 
Frozen Summer 

 by Mary Jane Auch 
(Based on a summer in the 1800’s in 
the Eastern U.S.) 
 
 Any suggestions for new books 
that you have seen or read and 
would recommend for our church or 
Sunday School library would be ap-
preciated. 
 

Marjorie Wahlgren, Librarian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a child heading to col-
lege this fall, please let the church 
office know their address so we can 
send them goodies and the newslet-
ter.  Thank you!!!�
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July 2009 Newsletter of  Jean Wahlstrom 
and Marvin Kananen ELCA-GM  
missionaries serving in Tanzania  

 
Dear friends, sponsors,  and family, 

June ended with a visit out into the drought 
area of Maasailand. We brought water, enough for two 
bomas (family groups) for a few days.  The all 65 stu-
dents from the International School of Amsterdam 
who have been working with our Form One girls came 
and we followed in our trusty Toyota Land Cruiser (it 
sits 15 or, with water, 2).  The area was hot, wind-
swept, and dusty, but there were no flies.  Usually 
there are swarms of flies, but because all the herds 
(cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys) had left the area in 
search of grass and water, the flies left, too.  The herds 
went south to the Lake Manyara region where they are 
mingling with the herds of other Maasai and, for the 
first time, with herds from Kenya, Somalia, and Ethio-
pia.  There isn’t enough water or grass for all, and af-
ter the herds have wandered through the drought area 
they aren’t able to return until the rains come and 
sweeten the route.  It feels as if they are trying to 
shove two hundred people into an elevator made for 
ten and all we can do is stand by and wonder when the 
cable will break. 

The second term began 6 July, but my classes 
were cancelled because the students were called away 
to clean their dormitories instead of study English.  
Then the students, finding no water with which to 
clean, opted to stay in their dorms and did not come to 
class where I waited for them in vain.  I only have 
these Form IV students for 11 weeks before the final 
exam, I meet with them only twice a week, so that 
means only 22 class periods remain, and we lost one 
of them. The next day, 7 July (Saba- Saba, 7/7) is a 
national holiday so, pffft, there goes another of my few 
remaining weeks with them.  The other school, Mor-
inge Sokoine, began on the 13th, a week later.  Despite 
the added cost of food, the Maasae Girls School gener-
ally releases our students one week after the other 
schools and calls them back one week earlier in both 
terms, trying to leave them less vulnerable to preg-
nancy and other events that might occur, such as mar-
riage or circumcision.  Thus, they spend an extra four 
weeks a year on campus.  If it was up to the school’s 
founder, David Simonson (and Marvin), the students 

wouldn’t go home until they graduated or flunked out; 
but, alas, we can’t do that.  

There’s too much news on the economy lately, 
and one of the results is the low number of visitors we 
are getting.  Last year, in June, July, and August we 
averaged seven people per night on campus.  This year 
we’ve only had two groups, 12 from the International 
School in Amsterdam and 8 from our home church (so 
they’re not really guests—they’re family).  In August, 
no one is coming to stay.  We still will have some peo-
ple stopping in for a day visit, but we never get a 
chance to take advantage of their gifts and talents to 
make corrections on our campus. 

We close now with love and cheers for you all. 
This year the group from our church brought out sev-
eral laptop computers so it looks like some of our stu-
dents who get into university will have a laptop to take 
with them, a wondrous gift for them.  Of course all the 
money needed to send them to school is not in yet, but 
we’re getting closer.  Jean she can tell you of those 
financial needs.  These are special opportunities for 
tomorrow’s leaders among the Maasai and in Tanzania 
and they are all worthy, beautiful, special, and our lit-
tle girls. 

In this life, we are all where we are by God’s 
grace in our lives. May the love of Christ help us to 
share with those around us and those far away.  We 
are grateful and proud to be Christians.  May we al-
ways live with that gratitude in our hearts. Thank you 
for your gracious support of us with prayer and 
funds.  It is a partnership in mission we share and we 
cannot do what we do without you doing what you 
do!!  Amen.  
 
Love,  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen  
ELCA-GM missionaries to Tanzania, East Africa  

 A post script from Jean:  When am I ever at a loss 
for words, especially when it involves the future of 
these young women?  It’s with great joy that I share 
the news of scholarships for 6 students already!  Praise 
God and heartfelt thanks to God’s gracious peo-
ple.  Now, for the status report on needs for entering 
students:  
2008 Form Four – We still need scholarship help for 2 

(Continued on page 6) 
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more students for the 2 year primary school teacher training at $1,200 
per year and 2 students for 1 year nursery school teacher training at 
$1,050.  The students are to be reporting now so we need a pledge of 
your commitment before they can start down that path to employment 
and poverty reduction.  
2009 Form Six – Today I heard from the first of the 12 students that she 
was accepted for teacher training in a 2 year diploma university 
course.  It will prepare her to teach secondary school in English and 
Kiswahili.  She is literally ‘on the bus’ with her acceptance forms as I 
write tonight but my guess is she will need about $1,800 to $2,000.  We 
shall be contacting sponsors but most cannot increase to such a large 
amount.  It usually is a team effort to reach their goal.  

If any of you can help with financial support, via church or or-
ganization, getting a group of friends to fund a scholarship together, 
please let us know and we’ll be glad to give you the details of a tax de-
ductible donation.  We’ll also connect you with some very wonderful 
young women with faith and purpose.  This is an investment that will 
have ripple effects far into the future!  

(Continued from page 5) 

Missionary News 

 

AUGUST 2 
Pauline Johnson—chr. 
Paulyne Anderson 
Jenna Carlson 
Mary Lou Carlson 
Almeda Gordon 
Mary Larson 
Beth Miller 
Jan Miller 
Sandy Thoma 
Vicki Mischke 
Angie Jepsen 
Kathleen Johnson 
 
AUGUST 9 
Vicki Anderson—chr. 
Shirley Erb 
Amy Davis 
Joyce Hade 

Carla Kamp 
Eleanor Kullberg 
Mary Lind 
Martha Norine 
Jodi Peterson 
Colleen Palmer 
June Urelius 
Kristin Behrens 
 
AUGUST 16—
CHICKEN DINNER  
 
AUGUST 23 
Paulette Carlson—chr. 
Kathy Carlson 
Marsha Farnham 
Wanda Hade 
Pam Kennell 
Jenny Carlson 
Dawn Loseke 

Jill Mischke 
Stacie Nordin 
Laurie Towne 
Amanda Thompson 
Angie Kennell 
  
AUGUST 30 
Andrea Kuhn—chr.  
Sharon Fevold 
Deb Olson 
Sarah Kuhn 
Betty Pedersen  
Laurie Telleen 
Audra Paullin 
Phyllis Rasmussen 
Marjorie Wahlgren 
Shelly Warehime 
Lindy Gregory 
LuAnn Suchan 

Summer Missionary Coffees 

 All third graders are invited to 
begin learning chimes and bells this 
Fall starting in September.  We meet 
on Wednesdays after school at the 
church.  There is a time for snacks 
and then we practice until 4:30.  For 
more information contact Colleen 
Palmer at 352-3598. 

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
 
 
Baptisms: 
Paige Joelle Frahm 06/28/2009 
Anna Jane Frahm 06/28/2009 
Elayna Grace Sandeen  
 07/04/2009 
 
Weddings: 
Kristin Mohr & 
Chris Behrens 05/30/2009 
Natalie Petersen & 
Andrew Welchel 06/06/2009 
 
Funerals: 
Russell Petersen 06/17/2009 

����������������������������������������� ���

REMINDER:    
Sunday School and Adult Bible 
Study will begin on Sunday, 
September 13.  Watch next 
month’s newsletter and your 
bulletin for more details. 

 This is the final month for our Summer Missionary Coffees.  Our goal for 
the year is $2,000.00 and through July 19 we have raised $1,265.00.  With only 
4 Sundays to go we have only a little over half the money needed.  Please dig 
DEEPLY into your pockets this month and help us reach our goal. 
 

Thank you!         
Zion Stewardship Team  
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  2 Davis Family 
12 Gary Kuhn 
13 Ilene Lundblad 
18 David Peterson 
20 Marsha Farnham 
23 Joshua Carlson 
26 Krystal Rasmussen 
 

 
 
 

2 7
 Lawrence Nelson 
28 Maxine Nordstrom 
31 Pat Peterson 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Jon Anderson 
  LeRoy Larson 
  Steve Peterson 
 2 Tami Davis 
  Steve Hade 
  Lisa Hartwig 
  Jodi Peterson 
 3 Kathleen Johnson 
 4 Tom Rasmussen 
 7 Trevynn Anderson 
  Trinity Anderson 
  Justin Johnson 
 8 Scott Zinnel 
 9 Tiffany Bingham 
  Ava Brunner 
10 Nash Davis 
12 Gary Kuhn 
13 Taylor Warehime 
14 Katelyn Johnson 
  Nate Schill 
17 Lindsey Johnson 
  Collin Nordin 

18 David Peterson 
19 Greg Carlson 
  Tiffany Christensen 
20 Marsha Farnham 
  Tim Olson 
  Scott Peterson 
21 Chris Behrens 
22 Benjamin Carlson 
  Joshua Carlson 
  Linda A. Carlson 
  Ryan Darnell 
  Gabi Dorsey 
  Derrek Rasmussen 
  Stephanie Suhrbier 
23 Pauline Carlson 
24 Teri McGuire 
  Beth Nordstrom 
  Kellie Welter 
  Deb Will 
25 Stephanie Hade 
26 Haylee Kraft 
  Krystal Rasmussen 
28 Darrel Mischke 
  Maxine Nordstrom 

GREETERS 
 
  2 Janet Carlon & girls 
 Andy & Stacy Suchan 
  9 Bud & Donita Johanson 
 Dean Rydman & David Carlon 
16 Trent & Marsha Farnham 
 Neely Hanson & Brooke Field 
23 Don & Jean Larson 
 Darwin & Betty Peterson 
30 Shannon & Beth Miller 
 Jean Warren & Oda Anderson 

 
  

USHERS 
 

Dan Rasmussen 
Tim Olson 

Dave Anderson 
Jim Carlson 

Gary Carstens 
David Fevold 
Brett Larson  

 
SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
 

  2 Kris Lowery 
  9 Marjorie Wahlgren 
16 Ashley Carlon 
23 Sue Anderson 
30 Jim Carlson 
 
 

GOWRIE  CARE 
CENTER HELPERS 

  
  9 Dale & Kay Miller 
23 Wanda Hade & Gary Kaehler 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 
Colleen Palmer & Beryl Birkland 

AUGUST 
CHURCH DUTIES 

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
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*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  All 
you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in 
the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish to give. 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


