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 Zion Lutheran Church  
Council Minutes 

July 28, 2009 
 

Present: Dawn Loseke, Greg 
Anderson, Beryl Birkland, Jeff 
Petersen, Claire Davis, Kim 
Rolfes, Ann Albert, and Pastor 
Jim 
 
President Jeff Petersen, called the 
meeting to order. 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions entitled 
“Leading Courageously.” 
 
The minutes were accepted as 
presented. 
 
The financial report was 

approved subject to audit. 
 
Team Reports 
Faith Development Team 
�� Vacation Bible School was 

July 27-30. 
�� Sunday School will begin on 

Sunday, September 13. 
�� Seven youth and two adults 

attended the ELCA National 
Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans.  Claire reported on 
their experience. 

 
Endowed Benevolence Team 
�� A banner has been purchased 

to highlight the Zion 
Endowed Benevolence 
ministry.  It is in the 
sanctuary. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

September 2009 

One of the 
promises 
p a r e n t s 
make at 
t h e 
baptism of 

their children is “. . . to place in 
their hands the holy scriptures.”  
This means more than simply 
purchasing a Bible for a child; it 
involves making certain they 
know what is between the covers. 

In order to help you fulfill that 
promise, we invite students in 3rd 
grade and those in 7th grade, 
together with their parents to Run 
through the Bible on September 
23rd and 30th from 4:00 – 5:30 
p.m.  Run through the Bible is 
intended to give each of the 
participants a basic overview of 
the Bible and just a little taste of 
what can be found between its 
covers. 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
 352-3932 
Rod Meyer ............. Pastoral Associate 
 846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
 352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ... Admin. Assistant 
 352-3645 
Beth Miller ........... Financial Secretary 
 879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ..................... Treasurer 
 352-3292 
Paul Johnson family .......... Custodians 
 548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
 Sr. High Youth Leaders 
 968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
 352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ....... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................  

 www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 
Kim Rolfes ................................ Vice-Chair 
Ann Albert Greg Anderson 
Beryl Birkland Claire Davis 
Dawn Loseke Colleen Palmer 
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No other team reports were 
presented. 
 
Staff Report 
�� Elayna Grace Sandeen was 

baptized on July 4. Elayna is 
the great-granddaughter of 
Ruth Elaine Sandeen. 

�� A baptism is tentatively 
scheduled for Kyle Thomas 
Eastman on August 16. 

�� The Chicken Dinner will be 
Sunday, August 16. 

�� Countryside Ministry summer 
worship will be Sunday, 
August 23. 

�� The 2009 Annual Meeting 
w i l l  b e  A u g u s t  3 0 
immediate l y fo l lowing 
worship. 
 

Old Business 
�� Some parties have shown 

interest in purchasing our old 
pipe organ. 

�� The summer phone-a-thon 
will be August 30.  The 
council meeting for that 
month will be combined with 
it. 

 
New Business 
�� The nominating committee 

will see if they can come up 
with a third name to fill 
Claire’s remaining year.  

 
We adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Next meeting will be August 30, 
2009. 
 

Claire Davis, secretary 

(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

 It’s time to be thinking about 
our college students once again.  
Last year I sent $5 gift certificates 
from Pizza Hut, a box of goodies 
in January, and $3 gift certificates 
from Dairy Queen in the spring.  
That total came to $390.26, which 
includes postage for the boxes.  I 
have $340 left to work with this 
fall.  This will be enough for the 
gift certificates in September and 
hopefully the boxes in December. 
After the postage bill for these, I 
will not have any funds left for the 
spring.  So, if any of you would 
just love to send a few bucks this 
way, I’ll gladly accept anything.  I 
really appreciate all of the dona-
tions I’ve received since begin-
ning this project.  I am sure the 

students do also. 
 Here is a list of the students I 
have that will be attending college 
in the fall:  Tyler McCubbin, Amy 
Carlon, Michael Nelson, Scott 
Palmer, Tyler Rasmussen, Trent 
Nelson, Nick Carlson, Arron 
Ware, Paul Johnson, Trevor Lar-
son, Preston Fevold, Whittney 
Mosher, Tanner Miller, Stefanie 
Anderson, Sarah Fevold, Ashley 
McCubbin, Krystal Rasmussen, 
Kyle Kruse, Suzanne Petersen, 
Rachel Witte, Jake Witte, Matt 
Schill, Dylan Nelson-Sease, 
Kirstin Towne, Danielle Peterson, 
Molly Peterson, Parker Peterson, 
Josh Zinnel, Tara Goodale, Aaron 
Darnell, Allie Schill, Katelyn 
Johnson, Brandi Carlson, Amanda 

Kinley, Kyla Mohr, Claire Davis, 
and Tommy Petersen. 
 If I have missed anyone please 
let me know.  If someone has fin-
ished their schooling, please let 
know about that, too.  It would also 
be helpful to know of any address 
changes for the coming year. 
 Once again, thanks so much for 
supporting this project!  It means a 
great deal to keep in touch with 
these young people. 
 

—Colleen 
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            July          Y.T.D. 
 
 ACTUAL INCOME  9,368.00 82,483.51 
 
 BUDGETED INCOME   14,076.83 98,380.98 
 
 ACTUAL EXPENSES  12,553.39 96,679.72 
 
 BUDGETED EXPENSES  14,076.82 98,398.16 
 

(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 
Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Zion Women of the ELCA 
 
Many thanks to all, men, women, 
and youth who helped with our 
Chicken Dinner project.  Profits 
along with matching funds from 
Thrivent will be divided between 
the Seminary Scholarship Fund for 
Tyler Rasmussen and the Organ 
Fund. 
 
 This month we begin our new 
Bible study for the rest of 2009  
through May of 2010 on the Letter 
of Paul to the Romans.  It is enti-
tled To God’s Beloved and is writ-
ten by Dr. Sarah Henrich, professor 
of the New Testament at Luther 

Seminary in St. Paul. 
 All Women of Zion are invited 
and encouraged to attend these 
monthly Bible studies at any of the 
circles. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
SEPTEMBER 
  1—Bible Briefing 10:00 a.m. 
  3—Dorcas Circle  9:00 a.m. 
 Bible Study ... Pauline Olson 
 Hostess ... Bertha Youngquist 
    —Esther Circle 9:00 a.m. 
 Bible Study Pauline Johnson 
 Hostess .......... Mary Harklau 

    —Martha Circle  ...... 1:30 p.m. 
 Bible Study ..... Mary Orness 
 Hostess .......... Rita Peterson 
   8—Fall Coffee & Bake Sale 
   ................................ 9:00 a.m. 
  Dorcas Circle is in charge 
   9—Twin Lakes Retreat ..........  
  .......... 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 (Women are encouraged to 
 bring to this retreat some per- 
 sonal care items or paper  
 products to be given to the  
 Domestic Abuse Society.) 
10—Project Day ......... 1:30 p.m. 
16—Birthdays at  the Care Cen-

ter ........................... 2:30 p.m. 
  Martha Circle  
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 Anyone interested in becom-
ing a member of Zion is invited to 
a new members’ class on Sunday, 
September 20 from 2:00 – 4:00 
p.m. in the fellowship hall.  The 
class will be casual and will pro-
vide an overview of who we are as 
Lutherans and the type of ministry 
occurring at Zion.  If you would 
like more information, please con-
tact Pastor Jim. 
 We will welcome new mem-
bers into the church on Sunday, 
October 18. 

***REMINDER:  ZION’S WORSHIP TIME WILL CHANGE 
BACK TO 10:30 A.M. STARTING SEPTEMBER 6TH . September 
13th is Rally Sunday for the Sunday School.  Starting September 13th, 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study will start at 9:30 a.m. followed 
by Worship at 10:30 a.m.  Please remember to mark your calendar to 
reflect this time change. 
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It’s time to be making school kits 
for Lutheran World Relief.  Please 
help us make as many school kits as 
possible. 
 Items needed for each kit are:   
�  1 notebook of wide lined 

ruled paper approximately 
8.5” X 11” containing 100-
150 sheets, or two 70-page 
notebooks 

�  1 pair blunt scissors 
�  1 12-inch ruler with centime-

ters on one side 
�  1 pencil sharpener 
�  6 new pencils with erasers 
�  1 eraser approximately 2.5 

inches long 
�  12 sheets of construction pa-

per in assorted colors 

�  1 box of  8, 16, or 24 crayons 
 (An individual donated several 
boxes of new notebooks this year, 
so we do not need notebooks at this 
time.)  Place your contributions in 
the blue plastic container labeled 
for Lutheran World Relief in the 
back of the church.  If you do not 
care to shop, monetary contribu-
tions are welcomed.  You may give 
them to Jean Larson, treasurer, or 
leave them in the church  

� LIBRARY 
NEWS 

 
New materials in 
our library include 
the following: 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Devotional: 
Daily Guideposts—1989 
Theme: Learning to Walk Closer 
with God (Donation) 

 
 
Biography: 
Bryson City Tales, Book 1 
Bryson City Tales, Book 2 

by Walt Larimore M.D. 
Experiences of a young doctor in 
North Carolina 

  
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  

 
Spirit of the Game Series 
Book 1—Goal Line Stand  

 by Todd Hafer 
(Donation) 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
�
�
I would love to have your college 
student’s new address.  If your  
child has moved again this year 
please call me at 352-3598 or email 
me at ncjs@wccta.net to let me 
know of the change.  Thanks, and 
have a great year!  
 

—Colleen 
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August 2009 Newsletter of  Jean Wahlstrom 
and Marvin Kananen ELCA-GM  
missionaries serving in Tanzania  

 
Hello. Greetings from your missionaries,  
 We try to be fair in our talking about things in our 
lives and as missionaries, some good news (our grads), 
some bad (drought), and occasionally we deal with the 
sublimely miraculous.  Here is a case in point:  since 
his cataract surgery five years ago, Marvin has always 
had to be so careful of the sun, for if direct sunlight 
came in from the left, he’d get ‘tagged’ with a three-
day headache.  Experimenting with various drugs and 
wearing an eye-patch, he learned to protect himself but 
still, about once a month, he’d get hit.  Since April 
28th, the day of his posterior vitreous detachment, he 
has had no major headaches.  Saying this again with a 
trace of giggle in his voice: No Big Headaches!  The 
word for this process is “miracle.”  For those of you 
who still suffer from headaches and sigh deeply when 
you hear of a story like this, he grieves for you.  After 
these years of having to hide in his darkened little cor-
ner in grumpy pain, he is out in the light.  There is no 
formula for this and no explanation.  We are willing to 
accept “except for God.” 
 Now, from the sublime to the awesome, we are 
adding a fourth MGLSS graduate to our teaching staff 
in September, Sinyati Musheni. This means that our 
faculty is now about 20% graduates.  It is so wonder-
ful to witness this transition to the ‘next’ genera-
tion.  Also, at Moringe Sokoine, Neema Lucas will be 
joining the faculty, the second of our graduates there.  
The head of the English department at Engutoto Sec-
ondary School, a government school, is Nesikar 
Mollel, a MGLSS graduate.  Nesikar is the girl who 
had both feet crushed by a hit-and-run vehicle and 
spent two years having her injuries treated.  She does-
n’t walk as fast as others, but she’s there teaching Eng-
lish.  She is married now and recently gave birth to a 
son.  Sometimes when I see how far these young 
women have come, I think “OK, I can go home now,” 
but then I get greedy and want more success stories.  
 Next month is our Form Four graduation, followed 
by their national exams.  This is a class of 57 students, 
we’d love to have half of them pass and return as 
Form Five students. 
 The world has changed a lot, this year from last.  It 

makes us worry for our students.  Last year, through 
June, July, and August we averaged seven guests a 
night on our campus.  This year, we have had none.  
This leads us to worry for the sake of our students and 
their sponsors, not because guests necessarily sponsor 
our girls, but it reflects the current fear in the States.  
The economic situation in the USA is real, and yet we 
humbly ask that, if possible, don’t give up on your 
sponsorship of our students.  Unlike America, if our 
girls are forced to drop out, they cannot return later 
and resume their place, they must start all over again.  
We especially need to protect those in their third and 
final year because we know they’ll never be able to 
come back and start their program over again.  
 Jean’s responsibility with the Career Committee 
has her grinning in the joy of God’s provision as  eight 
grads are being sent into primary teachers training pro-
grams.  Then wrinkling follows the grinning in con-
cern over what will happen to these grads.  We thank 
Operation Bootstrap Africa for their continued part-
nership in providing scholarship funding for 
grads.  We still have one more grad who has been ac-
cepted in a government school but is without the $550 
necessary to pay the parent fee.  Let me know if you or 
your church can help.  
 We have four of the twelve 2009 Form 6 grads ac-
cepted and funded.  As of today, we are still waiting 
for word about the other eight as to their acceptance 
into universities or other courses of professional train-
ing.  The competition increases every year for those 
very few available positions.  We will still need schol-
arship help for four of these.  Truly, one of the best 
uses of direct aid in such a country as Tanzania is the 
education of women.  It multiplies like the loaves and 
fishes.  
 We have a special prayer request:  pray for early 
rains to end the drought.  Pray for common sense and 
compassionate hearts and sensitive wisdom for the lo-
cal government to overcome politics, greed and pride 
to fairly solve the problem of water shortage for both 
MGLSS and Moringe Sokoine and the citizens of the 
town and surrounding villages. 
 Let us support, pray, and rejoice for and with one 
another.  Thank you for all you do,  
 

Truly, your missionaries,  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen, ELCA-GM 


 ��������� �� ��� �



6 

 

  

 Can you believe summer is 
over already?  Sometimes we all go, 
ugh, is it time to start all the prac-
tices again and get back to a rou-
tine?  Our hearts aren’t always in 
the mood of being joyful.  But, 
Psalm 100 vs. 1 says: “Make a joy-
ful noise to the Lord, all the earth.”  
I know myself, as I’m preparing for 
the beginning of the fall season, my 
heart isn’t always in the right place.  
And somehow mysteriously, the 
Lord always draws me back to 
Psalm 100.  As I begin to search for 
just the right piece of music for 
each group, the Lord works in me 
to become excited about the won-
derful sounds of music that will fill 
our sanctuary.  So, please join me 
starting in September to “Make a 
joyful noise to the Lord, all the 
earth!”  
 
SONSHINE BELLS 
 We will begin our rehearsals 
on Wednesday, September 9 after 
school.  I will provide snacks on 
that day and then we will work out 
a schedule from there.  Ask your 
child for a schedule, because they 

will have one!  This was a fun 
group to work with last spring!  I’m 
looking forward to having them 
make great strides this year. 
 
MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 We will begin rehearsals on 
Sunday September 20.  As of now, 
the first time you play will be No-
vember 1.  That will give us 6 re-
hearsals in which to prepare for 
this.  As always, we will practice 
RIGHT AFTER CHURCH and end 
at noon.  Please, be prompt in get-
ting to the balcony as soon as possi-
ble.  Thanks and see you soon. 
 
VEPSER RINGERS 
 We will begin on Wednesday, 
September 9, 6:30 p.m.  You will 
be playing on Sunday, October 11.  
That will give us 5 rehearsals be-
fore that.  Can’t wait to get started 
on some of the music I have for 
you. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR 
 We will pretty much keep to 
singing on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month again.  So, the first time for 
you will be on September 20 at 
9:00 a.m.  Please try to be as much 
on time as possible.  The later we 
start, the less time we have to pre-
pare.  As always, the congregation 
loves having your presence in the 
choir loft.  And the organists appre-
ciate it as well.  Bring along a 
friend to join us! 

WELCOME  BACK !!! 

 A big thank you to all who 
helped with the chicken dinner on 
August 16.  It takes many hands to 
make a success!  To the women who 
made and served the salads and des-
serts, the waitresses who kept the 
tables ready and served beverages, 
tray carriers and dishwashers, the 
men who helped set up and carried 
and served the food, and last but not 
least the clean-up crew:  thank you, 
thank you , thank you!  Everything 
was so delicious, so THANKS to all 
who worked and to the many who 
came to enjoy the dinner. 
 

—Marjorie, Phyllis,  
Mary O. & Jean 

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
 
 
Baptisms: 
Kyle Thomas Eastman  
 08/16/2009 
 
Memorial Services: 
Russell & Harriet Petersen
 08/22/2009 

All third graders are invited 
to begin learning chimes and 
bells this Fall starting Sep-

tember 9.  We meet on Wednesdays after school at the church.  There is 
a time for snacks and then we practice until 4:30.  For more information 
contact Colleen Palmer at 352-3598. 
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REMINDER:    
Sunday School and Adult Bible 
Study will begin on Sunday, 
September 13.  Watch your 
bulletin and mail for more de-
tails. 
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  1 Davis Family 
  9 Dorothy Carlon 
24 Dave Anderson 
30 Sharon Carlson 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Duane R. Anderson 
 2 Carter Ferry 
  Paige Frahm 
 3 Brandi Carlson 
  Sue Lakin 
 4 Dennis Carlson 
  Ruby Phillips 
 5 Dolores Gronemeyer 
  Liberty Suchan 
 6 Jim Suchan 
 7 Pastor Jim Davis 
 8 Brooke Field 
 9 Dorothy Carlon 
11 Olivia Hanson 
14 Phillip Fevold 
  Landon Hemesath 
  Falon Miller 
15 Daniel Hansen 
  Ingrid Hunter 
16 Trent Farnham 
  Shelly Warehime 

18 Dick Nordstrom 
  Bob Rice 
19 Ann Kruse 
20 Myles Carlson 
  Greta Jansa 
  Leanne Keith 
21 Dick Buske 
  Rachael Thompson 
  Laurie Towne 
23 Robert Paullin 
24 Dave Anderson 
  Bonnie Eccles 
  Jill Mischke 
27 Tristan Miller 
  Phyllis Peterson 
30 Sharon Carlson 
  Ken Pedersen 
 

 
GREETERS 

 
  6 Alan Urelius & Jake Wabake 
 Leon Skogland & Merlyn Jensen 
13 John & Pam Kennell 
 Chad & Angie Burger 
20 Don & Virginia Amandus 
 Margaret Telleen & Mary Orness 
27 Beryl & Marilyn Birkland 
 Randy & Shelly Nelson 

 
  
 

USHERS 
 

Nik Telleen 
Gary Kuhn 

Todd Anderson 
Doug Bloomquist 

Darrel Mischke 
Austin Davis 

 
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
 
   
  6 Richard Johnson 
13 Hannah Carlson 
20 Dawn Loseke 
27 Bob Schill 
 
 

GOWRIE  CARE CENTER 
HELPERS 

  
  6 Don & Virginia Amandus 
20 Leonard & Greta Jansa 
 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 
Colleen Palmer & Beryl Birkland 

SEPTEMBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  All 
you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in 
the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish to give. 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


