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Jeff Petersen called the meeting 
to order at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Pastor Jim offered devotions that 
emphasized that we are “one 
body in Christ.” 
 
Don Larson presented the ballot 
on behalf of the Nominating 
Committee. 
 
The following individuals were 
nominated for the 2010 
Nominating Committee: Chad 
Loseke, Greta Jansa, Barry 

Anderson and Cornell Lowery. 
 
Beryl Birkland moved that 
nominations cease.  Cindy 
Youngquist seconded the motion.  
Carried. 
 
Ann Albert, seconded by Beryl 
Birkland, moved approval of the 
minutes from the 2008 Annual 
Meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Pastor Jim reported that Calvary 
will hold their final worship 
service in their building on April 
18, 2010.  He also reported on 
the changes the Churchwide 
Assembly’s passage of the Social 
Statement on Sexuality will 

(Continued on page 2a) 
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 Confirmation 
Sunday for 9th 
grade students 
will be Sunday, 
November 1, 
2009.   If you 
haven’t already 
done so, please 
call the church 
office before 

October 5 if your child is 
p l a n n i n g  o n  b e i n g 
confirmed.  The church office 
would like baptismal dates and 
sponsors’ names to verify our 

records.  
Pastor Jim will meet with 

those wishing to confirm their 
baptism on October 14 from 8-9 
p.m.  Order forms for pictures 
will be sent home with the 
confirmands at this meeting and 
need to be returned on November 
1 if pictures are desired.  Pastor 
Jim will also sent a robe home 
with each student, which will 
need to be pressed and returned 
on the 1st.  If you have any 
question, please contact the 
church office. 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
 352-3932 
Rod Meyer ............. Pastoral Associate 
 846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
 352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ... Admin. Assistant 
 352-3645 
Beth Miller ........... Financial Secretary 
 879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ..................... Treasurer 
 352-3292 
Paul Johnson family .......... Custodians 
 548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
 Sr. High Youth Leaders 
 968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
 352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ....... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................  

 www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
Kim Rolfes ......................................... Chair 
Greg Anderson ......................... Vice-Chair 
Colleen Palmer ............................ Secretary 
 
Ann Albert Todd Anderson 
Trent Farnham Marv Jensen 
Dawn Loseke  
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make in the ELCA.  On 
September 13 he will host a 
forum at which members will be 
invited to ask questions and share 
concerns. 
 
A video of Bishop Hanson’s 
remarks following the vote on the 
ELCA statement on human 
sexuality was viewed. 
 
Marjorie Wahlgren asked about 
our  cur rent  benevolence 
contributions. 
 
Terri Mentzer moved to adopt the 
2010 Resolutions, seconded by 
Don Larson.  Carried. 
 
Pastor Wahlgren encouraged 
members to attend worship at the 
Church of the Damascus Road 
and to support that ministry. 
 

Results of the election were as 
follows: 
Church Council: Marv Jensen, 
Trent Farnham and Todd 
Anderson 
Nominating Committee: Beryl 
Birkland, Jeff Petersen, Chad 
Loseke, Greta Jansa, Barry 
Anderson and Cornell Lowery 
Auditor: Gary Kuhn 
Twin River Valley Conference 
Represen ta t i ve :  Mar jo r i e 
Wahlgren 
Western Iowa Synod Delegates: 
Ned and Colleen Palmer and 
Emma Davis 
Countryside Ministry Council: 
Jim W. Carlson 
 
Jeff  Petersen cal led for 
adjournment followed by The 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Kim Cockrum-Rolfes 
Secretary pro-tem 

(Continued from page 1b) 
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 Here’s something I’ve been 
thinking about.  All of you are gen-
erally familiar with our Zion En-
dowed Benevolence Program, 
which follows the example of the 
Good Samaritan, “going and doing 
likewise,” ministering to people in 
need.  Many of you have already 
supported this ministry with your 
gifts honoring loved ones or memo-
rializing those who’ve departed, 
while at the same time giving 
thanks for God’s many blessings.  
We appreciate your generosity. 
 A great many of you have been 
considering what kind of legacy 
you will leave from the assets you 
have worked to accumulate.  And 
some of you have planned to gift 

our Endowed Benevolence Program 
through your will or other means.  
If you have already arranged for 
this, or are thinking about it, or 
would be open to consideration of 
leaving a legacy gift to this minis-
try, please share this information 
with me so that I can make sure 
your intentions are given credit in 
the “Donor Book” by the Giving 
Tree in the narthex.  If you prefer, 
you may have your intentions re-
corded anonymously; either way is 
fine.  We simply want to discover 
the extent of planned giving poten-
tial for our Zion Endowed Benevo-
lence Program. 
 Please let me know if you have 
decided on or are thinking about 

making a planned gift to this excit-
ing ministry of our congregation.  
See me if you have questions. 
Thank you. 
 

                                                            
Pastor Jim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please remember all our col-
lege students in your prayers as 
they continue their studies this 
year.  Especially remember Tyler 
McCubbin as he studies abroad in 
Europe.   
 If you are interested in what 
Tyler is doing you can visit his 
blog site at http://
luthernottingham20092010pin-
to2011.blogspot.com.  Or you 
could write to him at: 
 Tyler McCubbin 
 Luther College Study Centre 
 23 Haslemere Road 
 Nottingham N68 5GJ 
 ENGLAND 

Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord. 
2. Each person is a child of God. 
3. Everyone is welcome. 
4. Love changes us. 
5. Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6. The world needs the vision 

we have to offer. 
7. We exist to serve others. 
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            August          Y.T.D. 
 
 ACTUAL INCOME  13,474.00 95,957.51 
 
 BUDGETED INCOME   14,076.83 112,457.81 
 
 ACTUAL EXPENSES  13,962.18 110,641.90 
 
 BUDGETED EXPENSES  14,076.82 112,474.98 
 

(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 
Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Zion Women of the ELCA 
 There is a special opportunity 
for all women of the Western Iowa 
Synod on Saturday, October 3, at 
Humboldt to hear directly from our 
synod officers and leaders about 
the work and projects of the WIS in 
Bible studies and outreach.  There 
is no registration fee for this gath-
ering.  Meet at Zion church by 7:45 
a.m. on October 3 if you wish to 
attend. 
 Circles’ Bible study this month 
emphasizes the “Obedience of 
Faith” that Paul writes about in his 
letter to the early Roman Chris-
tians.  Read Chapters 2, 3 and 4 
before you come. 

Upcoming Events 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 29—Bible Briefing ..... 10:00 a.m. 
 
OCTOBER 
  1—Dorcas Circle ......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Bible Study .... Ruth Norine 
 Hostess .. Virginia Amandus 
    —Esther Circle ......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Bible Study ..... Jean Larson 
 Hostess . Phyllis Rasmussen 
    —Martha Circle ........ 1:30 p.m. 
 Bible Study ....... Mary Lind 
 Hostess ........... Mary Orness 
  3—Fall Leadership Training at 
 Our Savior’s Lutheran in 
 Humboldt ............ 8:45 a.m. 

  8—Project Day ............ 1:30 p.m. 
15—General Meeting .... 1:30 p.m. 
  Election of Officers 
  Reports: 

· Twin Lakes Retreat  
· Humboldt meeting 

 
NOVEMBER  
  3—Bible Briefing....... 10:00 a.m. 
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ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 We will be 
welcoming new 
members into 
the church on 
Sunday, Octo-
ber 18.  Anyone 
who has be-
come a member 
since our last 
new member 
Sunday in 2006 
will be wel-
comed.  If you 
have any ques-
tions, please call 
the church of-
fice. 
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Dear Cindy, 
 
  I so appreciate your prayers 
and thoughts and your comment to 
me via my blog in recent weeks.   It 
is good to think of you and to think 
of Gowrie this afternoon as I try to 
catch up with some e-mail while I 
drip sweat from the humidity! 
 The months of August into 
September were tremendously rainy 
-- every day it seemed.   Now we 
are starting to see the sun upon oc-
casion, enough that this past week-
end  I could go with friends and fel-
low missionaries to the beach for 
the day.   We swam and got sun-
burned, and ate barracuda fresh 
from the ocean.  It’s the first time 
I've had a day like that in my time 
here, and it was a nice break. 
 Tomorrow I will be joining the 

youth of the Freetown area for their 
regional gathering.  I will give 
greetings tomorrow and then lead a 
bible study on Saturday.  In October 
it looks like I’ll travel a fair amount 
and be doing some more teach-
ing.  I do enjoy getting out of Free-
town, although I am always happy 
to come home to my own bed, to 
American style food (that I cook 
myself), and to the chance to bathe 
with hot water.    Life outside of 
Freetown is a bit basic, although 
also much less frenetic.  Kind of 
like Gowrie vs. Chicago, not count-
ing amenities like electricity and 
hot water which are available so 
a b u n d a n t l y  i n  t h e  U S . 
 Tomorrow night I will be wel-
coming a  new housemate. A 
teacher from Switzerland is coming 
to volunteer here for the next 2 

months. It will be good to have 
company!  And I am hoping that we 
will be compatible.   I have decided 
to hire a housekeeper for the occa-
sion -- that is normal here, and it 
will be much easier to keep the 
house clean and the laundry done if 
we have some help in the process. 
 I am thinking that it must be 
about harvest season in Gowrie, and 
I hope that means some beautiful 
autumn days.  Enjoy some brisk fall 
air for me! 
 
Writing with love and prayers, 
Kate  
 
K a t e ’ s  e - m a i l  a d d r e s s : 
katew225@gmail.com  
 
Kate’s blog address: http://
o n m i s s i o n s i e r -
raleone.wordpress.com 
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 Large or small, it’s your estate – well, more accurately, it’s the estate of possessions that God has entrusted to your 
care:  your home and its furnishings, personal property, retirement accounts, life insurance, farmland, bank deposits and 
any investments you may have.  You, as does each of us, have decisions to make about how to respond to God’s bless-
ings of the abundant life you have been given.   
 Without needless delay, you really should think about what you want your estate to do for your own remaining 
years, your family and other heirs, and the charitable causes you love.  We urge you to please consider our Zion En-
dowed Benevolence Fund for a generous bequest or distribution from your estate.   
 Charitable gifts may also have a positive impact on your estate and/or income taxes.  For example, if you leave 
shares of stock to our ZEB Fund in your will, your estate will qualify for a tax deduction equal to the value of the gift. 
  In addition to will bequests there are a number of other ways to give generously out of your abundance: 

Assignment of life insurance proceeds;  (If you no longer need a paid up policy, it would make a wonderful 
charitable gift to our ZEB Fund.  If you are still making payments on a life insurance policy, or you purchase 
a new policy – and you make our ZEB Fund the owner – its cash value and your future premium payments 
can qualify as charitable deductions)  

Convert any bank account, bond or CD into a “Payable on Death” account;  (Any bank will supply the form 
for your signature)  

Gifts of appreciated securities, farmland and/or other real estate, annuities and trust distributions can be 
arranged and facilitated in consultation with the ELCA Foundation. 

 The Zion Endowed Benevolence Fund is one of the ways we are responding to Jesus’ command to “Go and do like-
wise.”  The income generated by the Fund enables us to extend and enrich the kingdom of God by witnessing in word 
and deed to people in need.  We invite you to join with us in generously supporting the Fund, reinforcing the values by 
which you have lived and extending your discipleship into the future – your legacy of helping people in need. 
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September 2009 Newsletter of   
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen 

ELCA-GM missionaries  
serving in Tanzania  

 
Dear friends, family, sponsors, and all,  
 We greet you all in the loving name of Jesus.  We 
rejoice that you are in our lives.  We rejoice that we are 
in each other’s lives, making the Kingdom of God a 
tangible thing.  It is all too marvelous how well we fit 
together in it.  
 This month we will add 60 new students, raising 
our school population to 340 for a time.  It is an excit-
ing time, the result of many selection trips to the bush 
primary schools.  Now they start to appear on cam-
pus.  Soon Jean will be interviewing them regarding 
their spiritual history.  We stand in awe each year as 
these new little ones start instruction in the Christian 
faith . . . their choice . . . and then comes Reformation 
Sunday when we celebrate God’s work in their hearts. 
PRAY they will be receptive to the teaching of the 
Word.  PRAY for the 18 who will be baptized this year 
and the 17 who will be confirmed.   We never want to 
take that part of our work here for granted.  
 In October we send away 57 after they have taken 
their Form Four National Exams (Oct 5-15). That we 
have lost so few from this current Form Four class is 
miraculous, and now we’re hoping one half of the 57 
might qualify to come back.  This is a traumatic time 
for the students being tested. Imagine yourself sitting in 
church next week and looking around, knowing one 
half of the congregation will be gone forever by the fol-
lowing week.  These young women are so vulnerable to 
the whims of a fickle educational system. You never 
want a capricious situation to decide for you the course 
your life will take.  Do pray for them. 
 How bad are these tests?  Here is this week’s vo-
cabulary word: ‘endoglossia.’  I had never seen this 
word before.  It was on the Form Six regional exam 
which the students took last week.  It comes from the 
word ‘diglossia,’ a language situation where two lan-
guages work side-by-side to serve different aspects of a 
culture.  In Tanzania the languages would be Swahili 
and English.  In the educational world, English is the 
‘high’ language and Swahili the ‘low’ one.  However, 
if you were riding a bus, the roles would be reversed. 

So, endoglossia (inside, tongue) is the ‘low’ language 
and exoglossia (outside, tongue) is the ‘high’ language. 
How many students, riding the line between Division 
One (great) and Division Two (good) will trip on a sur-
prise word like that and fall?  The difference between 
going to the university and going to a technical school 
can be just one point.  
 Jean wanted to add her strange words from the 
2009 Form Six Pre-national Exam in Divinity, just fin-
ished.  This is the question: “Identify the following 
words: a) Ashtoroth (their spelling, not hers); b) Merab, 
Michal; c) Jerubaal; d) Tola; and 3) Hophni.”  At least 
her words were people . . . well, except for Ashtoroth 
who was a pagan goddess. Then Jean just HAD to add 
one from the New Testament section also.  Here it 
comes: “Briefly explain what happened in the follow-
ing places: i) Antioch; (ii) Joppa; (iii) Pharisees and 
Sadducees; (iv) The Herodians; and (v) Partisan 
Spirit.”  Yes, three of the five ‘places’ are actually peo-
ple and another is an abstract concept.  Does anyone 
want to venture what the answer for (v) would be? In-
teresting, is it not? It is not! Preparing students for suc-
cessfully writing these exams has been one of our 
greatest challenges.   
 We were able to help the school by driving down 
to the Yaida Valley (home of the Hadzabe, a truly mi-
nority tribe) on a trip that took 13 hours of driving.  
We across salt flats, through land where nothing could 
grow, into the home of the Hadzabe where we met 
three of our former students.  One is the Community 
Development Officer in nearby Dongobesh, one is 
teaching, and another, with a Form Four education, 
has four children and lives with the tribe.  But they 
influence the community and the family, especially 
their younger sisters.  They are the ripples that will 
carry education into the future of the Hadzabe. We 
have four more Hadzabe (out of tribal group of only 
1,500) at our school now.  They will further impact 
their world.   The Form Four national exams begin 
in October. Of the 169 schools in the northern region 
which wrote the Pre-National Form Four ‘Mock’ ex-
ams in May, we ranked 20th, which puts us at the 88th 
percentile.  That’s good (although last year we were 
8th), but what is ever ‘good enough?’  In the beginning 
their futures were in our hands, now their futures are 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 We’re off to a great start with 
everyone!  Thank you so much for 
participating in all the groups.  It’s 
great to hear the sound of the 
choir and bells once again! 
 

SONSHINE BELLS 
Snacks: 
Sept. 30 – Jarrett Loseke 
Oct. 7 – Haylie Jerome 
      14 – Allie Carlon 
      21 – Roslyn Vinchattle 
      25 – 4th-6th graders will play  
   in church 
      28 – OFF 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 We will practice every Sun-
day in October because we play 
on Sunday, November 1. 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
Sept.    30 – 6:30 practice 
Oct.     7 – 6:30 practice 
            11 – Play in church 
            14 – OFF 
            21 – OFF 
            28 – 6:30 practice 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 October 18 will be your next 
Sunday to sing.  Invite someone 
to come with and join us!!! 
 
 
PARENTS OF 3-6 YEAR OLDS 
 Your children will be singing 
in church on Sunday, October 25.  
Hope they all can be there!!!  It’s 
such a joy to hear their young 
voices!!! 

—Colleen 

CHOIR  NOTES Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
 
 
Baptisms: 
Paisley Kylene Lautner 
 09/20/2009 
 
Funeral Services: 
LeRoy Larson 09/23/2009 
 
Wedding: 
Jessica Haub/ 
Jay Honomichl 09/12/2009 

in their own hands, and soon they will be in the hands 
of the writers and scorers of these tests.  PRAY for 
these 57 young women as they prepare for exams, for 
life, and for what is ahead for them.  
 We end our newsletter with sad news:  Koko 
Ruthie, the larger than life Maasai Mama who ap-
proached the Bishop, crawling to him because that is 
the way you bring information that he isn’t wanting to 
hear, and said to him, “It is time to build that school for 
the Maasai girls,” died.  She was the mother’s spirit 
here. We grieve to have that matron saint gone. She 
was a big woman and she changed the future for the 
Maasai.  Because of her we are educating Maasai girls.  
She will forever be Mother to twelve of her own chil-
dren and to thousands who go through the school. One 
person can change the world; she did.  
 
God bless you.  God bless us all.  
Love,  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen  
                Your ELCA-GM missionaries in Tanzania  

 
P.S.  On behalf of our MGLSS Career Committee we 
send heartfelt thanks to the many of you that have re-
sponded to the financial needs of our graduates in 
higher education.  We still need a bit more, especially 
for the continuing students.   We want to get them fin-
ished.  We have one bachelor level teacher in her sec-
ond year who needs $1,000; another who needs 
$1,500.  A bachelor level journalism student in her 
last year who needs about $1,400.  Another who needs 
$500 to start a diploma program in Business Admini-
stration.  Bless all of you for praying and considering 
how to help.  Bless you continuing sponsors who are 
giving sacrificially to fulfill a commitment made two 
years ago when ‘things’ were different.  May God 
multiply those ‘five loaves and two fish’ one more 
time!!!  

(Continued from page 5) 

Missionary News 
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A.  They boil the hell out of it. 
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  5 Jean Larson 
  8 Davis Family 
12 Cheryl Rasmussen 
14 Lawrence Nelson 
31 Davis Family 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Julia Fevold 
 3 Tyler Colpitts 
  Robert Sell 
 4 Myles Davis 
  Megan Peterson 
 5 Jean Larson 
 6 Cole Eldridge 
 7 Tom Schill 
 8 Ashley Vought 
 9 Greg Anderson 
  Jayden Cline 
10 Max Carlson 
  Dick Johnson 
  Myrtle Peterson 
11 Shannon Miller 
12 Cheryl Rasmussen 
13 Josh Zinnel 
  Jerry Brown 
  Jared Carlson 
  Amy Davis 
  Lawrence Nelson 
15 Chase Kamp 
  Ashley Thompson 
  Mariah Welter 
16 Brandi Hemesath 
  Paul Johnson, Sr. 
  Jim Peterson 
  Kevan Smith 
17 Elizabeth Stanek 
19 Ethan Rasmussen 

  Bridget White 
20 Dean Rydman 
  Leigh Weipert 
21 Noah Heggen 
22 Jamison Clark 
  Andrew Cockrum 
  Anna Frahm 
  Rachel Schill 
23 Tom Larson 
  Steve Will 
24 Ivan Hudson 
  Bob Schill 
25 Jen Carlson 
  Ryan Larson 
26 Renee’ Fevold 
  Gary Welter 
27 Rita Peterson 
28 Korryn Johnson 
  Cindy McCormack 
  Tyler Thompson 
29 Jeanne Bloomquist 
30 Mike Buske 
  Dan Nordin 
  Matt Nordin 
31 Brenda Anderson 
  Austin Davis 
  Vicki Hansen 
  Erica Nordin 
  Allie Schill 
  Brian Telleen 

 
GREETERS 

 
  4 Gayle Rabbitt & girls 
 Nik & Laurie Telleen 
11 Doug Bloomquist  
 & Shirley Erb 
 Marleen Fevold  
 & Kathy Hanson 
18 Dick & Ruby Phillips 
 David & Sharon Fevold 
25 David & Trena Anderson 
 Tom & Jeni Rasmussen 

 
USHERS 

 
Chris Fevold 

Bob Schill 
Lonnie Carlson 

Jeff Kruse 
Merlyn Jensen 
Tristan Miller 
 
 

 
SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
 
   
  4 Laurie Towne 
11 Mary Larson 
18 Emilie Nelson 
25 Ann Kruse 
 
 

GOWRIE  CARE CENTER 
HELPERS 

  
  4 David & Kim Rolfes 
18 Beryl & Marilyn Birkland 
 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Greg Anderson & Ann Albert 

OCTOBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  All 
you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in 
the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish to give. 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


