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 Zion Lutheran Church  
Annual Meeting Minutes 

November 8, 2009 
 

Present:  Kim Rolfes, Dawn 
Loseke, Colleen Palmer, Greg 
Anderson, Ann Albert, Marv 
Jensen, Todd Anderson, and 
Pastor Jim 
 
Kim Rolfes called the meeting to 
order. 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions based 
on Exodus 3 and Galatians 1:  By 
grace we have been saved.  We 
are free to serve and free to be 
what Jesus wants us to be.  It’s 
also a reminder to us to use these 
freedoms wisely. 

Minutes were approved as 
presented. 
 
Dawn Loseke moved to accept 
the financial report.  Marv Jensen 
seconded.  Carried. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development  
�� Sunday School is going very 

strong.   
�� The Christmas program will 

be on December 13 at 10:30. 
 
Worship Team 
��  The Thanksgiving Eve 

S e rv i ce  w i l l  b e  o n 
Wednesday, November 25 at 
7:00 p.m.  The Methodist 

(Continued on page 2a) 

December 2009 

 Please join 
us for our 
Sunday School 
C h r i s t m a s 
P r o g r a m 
“ M a n g e r 
Mania” to be 
presented on 
S u n d a y , 

December 13 during the 10:30 
a.m. worship hour.    

 This is the story of 
Christmas told in a unique 
fashion!  You’ve seen them all 
over the place, you know, all 

those Nativity Scenes!  This is the 
story of Christmas as told through 
the perspective of each of the 
pieces of the nativity. In this 
musical you’ll meet some of the 
animals who were displaced by 
the birth of Christ, and the 
innkeeper who hesitantly gave up 
the manger for the weary parents.  
You’ll meet three “cool eastern 
guys” who outwit the nasty 
Herod.  It’s a Christmas party like 
you’ve never seen before! 
  

—Jennifer Carlson 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
 352-3932 
Rod Meyer ............. Pastoral Associate 
 846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
 352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ... Admin. Assistant 
 352-3645 
Beth Miller ........... Financial Secretary 
 879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ..................... Treasurer 
 352-3292 
Paul Johnson family .......... Custodians 
 548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
 Sr. High Youth Leaders 
 968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
 352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ....... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................  

 www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
Kim Rolfes ......................................... Chair 
Greg Anderson ......................... Vice-Chair 
Colleen Palmer ............................ Secretary 
 
Ann Albert Todd Anderson 
Trent Farnham Marv Jensen 
Dawn Loseke  
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church will be hosting us this 
year. 

 
Property Team  
�� Tuck pointing needs to be 

done at a cost of around 
$10,000 and a new front 
sidewalk needs to be installed 
at a cost of between $3,000 - 
$5,000. 

 
Staff Report: 
�� A wedding was conducted 

for Rachel Mischke and Kurt 
Martens. 

�� Funerals were conducted for 
LeRoy Larson, LaVern 
Urelius and Helen Nelson. 

�� Pastor Jim was on vacation 
from October 30 – November 
5. 

 
Old Business: 
�� The organ installation is 

complete. 
�� The corporate structure of 

Countryside Ministry will be 
dissolved effective February 
28, 2010. 

�� Only 3 people responded to 
Pastor Jim’s offer to lead 
more classes/forums/etc. 
regarding the ELCA’s 
position on human sexuality.  
Nothing will be offered at 
this time due to lack of 
interest.  Pastor Jim will talk 
to the three individuals 
personally to answer any 
questions. 

�� We went over the church use 
policy that was revised in 
2005. 

�� The Phoneathon will be 
rescheduled.  Letters are 
being sent out soon to the 
congregation in regards of 
thanking them for their 
support of our ministry at 
Zion. 

 
New Business: 
�� Discussion was held on the 

possibi l i ty of  making 

(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 
avai lable resources for 
strengthening  marriage along 
with several opportunities for 
our church members as well as 
for the community to come 
together for discussions on 
strengthening marr iages.  
Pastor Jim and Kim will get 
together to bring to the council 
more details on what will be 
available. 

�� A number of high school youth 
are interested in organizing a 
C h r i s t m as  C o n c e r t  o n 
December 13.  Permission was 
given to them to use the church. 

�� A dedication of the organ will 
be planned after the holidays. 

 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting:  November 24 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

Colleen Palmer, Secretary 

A very special, warm welcome to all our new 
members!  We are delighted to have you with us.  
To help you be “in the know,” here are a few 
things you might like to know about the church.  
(They might also serve as a reminder to some of 
our not-so-new members!) 

 
Everyone has a mailbox here at Zion.  The mail-

boxes are located in the rear of the over-flow 
room. If you don’t find one for your family unit 
please call the church office, 352-3645. Make sure 
you check your mail weekly—you never know 
when we may have something new for you. Your 
name is along the bottom of the box.  This is 
where you will find your yearbook, which not 
only lists members’ contact information, but also 
includes assigned responsibilities for the year.  
All financial information is also put in these 
boxes. 

Adult Bible Studies are held on Sunday morning. 
Cindy Youngquist leads this class that starts at 
9:30 a.m. and wraps up by 10:15a.m., just before 
worship begins.  This class is open to every mem-
ber of Zion. 

Musical Groups. We have many opportunities to 
join a musical group.  Vocal choirs and bell 
choirs are always looking for new members.  We 
also have opportunities for you to share other mu-
sical talents, i.e., singing solo, playing an instru-
ment, etc. If you are interested please talk to Col-
leen Palmer, or let the church office know, and 
Colleen will contact you.   

Women’s Bible Study.  We have several circles 
who would love to have you join them.  Some of 
the projects the women work on are making 
quilts and  school kits, volunteering at the Gowrie 
Care Center, and preparing meals for funerals. 

Sunday School. All children are encouraged to at-
tend Sunday School.  There are also many oppor-

(Continued on page 6) 
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        October          Y.T.D. 
 
 ACTUAL INCOME  10,336.00 117,086.51 
 
 BUDGETED INCOME   14,076.83 140,611.47 
 
 ACTUAL EXPENSES  11,749.12 135,088.97 
 
 BUDGETED EXPENSES  14,076.81 140,628.60 
 

(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 
Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Zion Women of the ELCA 
 

ADVENT—A time of preparation 
for the coming King. 
 
 Advent has already begun with 
the last Sunday in November. 
These four weeks before Christmas 
are a time to remind us of the real 
meaning of this season.  Amid all 
the other preparations for family 
gatherings, special programs, bak-
ing, shopping for gifts, etc. let us 
take time to prepare our hearts and 
minds for the King of Kings who 
came to earth to live among us as 
one of us and to show us God’s 
great love.  May we also remember 
His promise to return one day to 
take us to our true home with Him 

in heaven.  Help us, Lord to be 
ready for your Second Coming by 
trusting in your promise. 
  

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
DECEMBER 
  3—Circle Meetings .. 12:00 noon 
  All circles meet together at 

church for a pot luck dinner.  
Bible study at 1:00 let by Pas-
tor Davis.  Topic:  Moved to a 
New Address—based on Ro-
mans 6 & 7. 

 16—Choir Supper ........ 6:00 p.m. 
 For Adult Choir and Bell 
 Choirs, hosted by morning  
 circles. 

 Special Invitation from Fulton 
Lutheran Women for us to attend 
their Advent Program at Roelyn on 
Wed., December 2 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
A Blessed Advent and Christmas to 
all of you and many thanks for all 
your help during the past year. 
 

—Your WELCA Board 
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Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
 
Funeral Services: 
Helen Nelson 10/28/2009 
 
Confirmations: 
Chelsea Anderson 11/01/2009 
Nicholas Carlson 11/01/2009 
Taylor Clough 11/01/2009 
Lexie Davis 11/01/2009 
Andrew Kinley 11/01/2009 
Kiersten McGuire 11/01/2009 
Adam Smith 11/01/2009 
Mariah Welter 11/01/2009 
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Your discipleship,  
helping people in need,  

will continue through a legacy gift 
to our  

Zion Endowed Benevolence Ministry,  
Please see Pastor Jim. 

�����������	
��	���	
������� ���

 The Jesse Tree is up 
and ready to be filled with 
hats, mittens, gloves, 
scarves, and headbands.  
The items will be given to 
the Prairie Valley school 
to be distributed to chil-
dren who are in need.  
Please drop off your do-
nations at the church and 
help us fill our tree. 
 

 
 
 

 We are wanting to pur-
chase 25-30 new red hym-
nals (Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship) for use in the choir 
loft.  The cost through the 
end of December is $20, after 
which time they will be go-
ing up in price.  If you would 
like to purchase one or more 
hymnals please bring your 
money to the church office or 

drop it in the offering plate marked “Red Hymnals.”  
If you would like a plaque put in the front in memory 
or in honor of someone, please let Cheryl know. 
 

The Sons of 
the American 
Legion will 
be serving 
brunch on 
Sunday, De-
cember 13, 
following the 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 
C h r i s t m a s 
p r o g r a m .  
They will be 
serving eggs, 
sausage, hash 
browns, or-

ange juice, coffee and milk.  A free-
will offering will be accepted.�

Please remember in your 
prayers Andy Summers of 
Zion who is stationed in Iraq.  
To send him a letter of encour-
agement, mail to: 

Spc. Summers, Andrew 
2nd Plt 445th Trans Company 260th CSSB 
Camp Liberty Iraq, Apoae 09344. 

We would like to invite you to donate a  
poinsettia for our special Christmas Ser-
vices again this year.  Please purchase 

the poinsettia on your own and bring or 
have it delivered to the church anytime 

prior to December 22.  Please let us 
know no later than Sunday, December 

13, 2009, if you are donating a poinsettia  and whom it 
is to honor or memorialize so we can list the name in the special insert 

on Christmas Eve. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Name of donor:____________________________________________ 

 
Given in Memory/Honor (please circle one) of: 

_________________________________________________________ 
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   Your Will…Do You Have One? 
At one time or another, most people think about mak-
ing a will.  Individual circumstances are different, but 
every person should have a will. 
 
   The State’s Will. 
If you don’t have a will, the state has one for you.  If 
you have not prepared your will, your state of resi-
dency at death will distribute your estate according to 
its laws.  Your estate will be divided and distributed 
according to a formula, with taking into account any 
special needs of your family or your personal wishes.  
Without a will, you lose the power to control the dis-
position of the assets God has entrusted to your care.  
Furthermore, your state has no charitable intent! 
 
   Only Through A Will Can You: 

†� Distribute your property as you choose 
†� Appoint your own executor 
†� Minimize certain estate costs 
†� Suggest a guardian for surviving minor children 
†� Provide for trusts 
†� Exercise testamentary powers of appointment 
†� Provide for your church or favorite ministries 
 

   Everyone Needs A Will 
Everyone who owns property, has investments or 
savings, has dependents, and wants to remember the 

work of the church or other charities needs a will. 
 
   What About Jointly Owned Property? 
Jointly owned property does not eliminate the need 
for a will.  Although joint tenancy with right of survi-
vorship of such assets as bank accounts, real estate 
and securities will automatically pass to the survivor, 
it is possible for both joint owners to die in a com-
mon accident.  The only way to ensure that your final 
wishes are carried out is to prepare separate wills. 
 
   What Does A Will Do? 
A will provides a plan for the distribution of your 
estate.  It expresses your final wishes to family and 
heirs; it is the final witness to your Christian faith. 
 
   When Should I Make A Will? 
It is never too early to consider how you would like 
your property dispersed.  When you have made a 
plan, visit your attorney and have your will prepared. 
Important decisions will be made which require pro-
fessional advice.  Without a legal will, your desire to 
benefit your family, your church and its ministries 
may not be achieved.  We ask you to please give 
generous consideration to our Zion Endowed Be-
nevolence Fund.  Your legacy gift will keep on giv-
ing and be a blessing over and over again! 
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 The morning circles will provide a soup supper for 
the bell choirs and the senior choir members on 
Wednesday, December 16.  It will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
in the church basement.  Musicians’ spouses and chil-
dren are invited also.  As you know, this is always a 
wonderful meal.  Many thanks to the circles for this 
delightful service!! 

� ��������� 	� 
�� 	
 Our missionaries’ newsletter will now be 
posted on the bulletin board in the back of 
the church for your reading pleasure.  You 
may also obtain an electronic copy by re-
questing one from the church office via e-
mail:   

ziongowr@wccta.net 
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Thank you to 
everyone who 
helped in any 
way to decorate 
the church for 
the Christmas 
season.  The 
whole church 
looks so beauti-

ful.  Also, thanks to everyone who 
helps to decorate Zion throughout the 
year.  It is a blessing to have so many, 
many talented people in our church. 

tunities for adults to help by 
teaching, being a helper, or or-
ganizer.  

Lutheran Men in Mission. All 
men of the congregation are wel-
come to join Lutheran Men in 
Mission.  They meet the 4th Sun-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

Stephen Ministry.  We have a 
wonderful Stephen Ministry pro-
gram.  If you would like to be-
come a Stephen Minister or 
know of someone who would 
benefit from the program, please 
give Cindy Youngquist a call, 
352,3612. 

Youth Group.  All high school stu-
dents are encouraged to be in-
volved in Youth Group.  Our 
youth group gets involved in 
mission work as well as bible 
studies and just having fun to-
gether.  Nick and Lindy Lehman 
are the youth group coordinators. 

Prison Ministry .  Pastor Wahlgren 
heads up this outreach.  The sec-
ond Wednesday of each month 

he coordinates a group to attend 
the prison worship service at the 
F. D. Correctional Facility.   

Scrapbooking Club.  This group 
meets in the Fellowship Hall the 
3rd Saturday of each month.  Al-
though all of us work on our 
own projects and bring our own 
materials, we have lots of fun 
getting together and sharing 
what we are doing. 

Church Family Social Night usu-
ally meets the 4th Sunday of the 
month, adjusting to accommo-
date other activities.  A great 
time to get together for fellow-
ship with your church family, we 
hope you will join us as often as 
you can.   Watch the newsletter 
for this fun-filled adventure, be-
cause the time, location, and ac-
tivity change every month. 

 
If you have any questions about any 

of these items or even one you 
don’t see here (we may have 
overlooked one or two), please 
ask.  We want you to feel right at 
home, because we are all one 
family here at Zion, The Caring 
Place.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Member Opportunities 

    It is November 16 and I’m lis-
tening to Christmas music being 
played on the radio, already.  
Where has the year gone?  I can’t 
believe I am wishing a very, merry 
Christmas now, but the calendar 
says it’s that time of year.  So, may 
you have a blessed, Christ filled 
season! 
 

BEGINNERS & SONSHINE 
BELLS 

Dec. 2 – practice after school –  
   Bryce R. snacks 
         9 – we’ll have our party –  
   I’ll provide snacks 

       16 – practice after school –  
   Meryl, snacks 
You are off until school begins 
again.  If it turns out that school 
gets dismissed because of bad 
weather, we will not have practice. 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
You will practice December 6 & 13 
after church.  You will be off until 
school starts up again.  Have a great 
holiday season! 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
Dec. 2 – 6:30 rehearsal 
        9 – 6:30 rehearsal 

       16 – 6:00 soup supper pro- 
     vided by the morning circles 
No practice after this in December.  
You will begin again in January. 
 

SR. CHOIR 
CHANGE—you will be singing on 
Sunday, December 6 which is the 
first Sunday.  On Wednesday, De-
cember 16, the morning circles will 
be providing the annual Christmas 
supper for us.  This begins at 6:00 
p.m.  We will rehearse after the 
meal.  We will be working on the 
Carols and Lessons and Christmas 
Eve music.  On Christmas Eve, 
which is on Thursday, the 24th, we 
will run through our song at 6:30 
p.m.            —Colleen 
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 Special Christmas Offering En-
velopes are enclosed in the newsletter 
this month.  These are designated 
50/50 for the Tanzanian Well Project 
and for Bremwood.  You may place 
them in the offering plate on Sunday 
morning or send them to the church 
office.  Offerings in these envelopes 
do not go to the general fund.  Please 
use your regular enve-
lopes for your general 
church offering.  If 
you have questions, 
please contact the fi-
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  1 Dick Johnson 
  7 Kris Cathcart 
  8 Ilene Lundblad 
11 Cindy Youngquist 
17 Vicki Anderson 
19 Tyler McCubbin 
21 Pauline Johnson 
29 Ashley McCubbin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Allison Carlon 
  Cindy Fevold 
  Nicole Fevold 
  Nicole Nelson-Sease 
  Gabe Olson 
 3 Paulette Carlson 
 4 Evan Telleen 
 5 Tanner Carlson 
  Blaine Kamp 
  Evan Kuhn 
  Nik Telleen 
 6 Judi Johnson 
 7 Dean Summers 
 8 Becca Anderson 
  Kris Cathcart 
  Brandon Johnson 
  Ilene Lundblad 
10 Stacey Cline 
11 Laurie Telleen 
  Cindy Youngquist 
12 Kylee Gregory 
14 Frances Brown 
  Jordan Lane 
  Jerry Mohr 
  Raegan Ware 
15 Dylan Nelson-Sease 
17 Jocelyn Anderson 
  Don Borgen, Sr. 
19 Aden Jepsen 
  Tyler McCubbin 

  Nicole Thompson 
21 Jordan Schultz/Hartwig 
23 Audrianne Carlson 
  Gary Kaehler 
  Melanie Larson 
  Audra Paullin 
24 Keenan Mohr 
25 Mary Lind 
  Zeb McCubbin 
28 Jayden Johnson 
  Miranda Keith 
  Larry Nelson 
29 Vicki Anderson 
  Ashley McCubbin 
  Darwin Peterson 
30 Arnie Bloomquist 
  Sarah Fevold 
31 Lori Meyer 
 
  

GREETERS 
 

 
  6 Jim & Jennifer Carlson 
 Rob Peterson & Alan Clough 
13 Ken & Betty Pedersen 
 Don & Marjorie Wahlgren 
20 Brett & Kathy Carlson 
 Tom & Mary Larson 
27 Chris & Cindy Fevold 
 Mary Lind & Corliss Schill 
 

 
USHERS 

 
Greg Carlson 
Jim Peterson 

Lonnie Carlson 
Brett Carlson 

Tanner Carlson 
Trent Farnham 

Josh Zinnel 
 
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
   
 
  6 Linda Carlson 
13 S. S. Christmas Program 
20 Lessons & Carols 
27 Kathy Carlson 
 
 

GOWRIE  CARE CENTER 
HELPERS 

  
13 Chris & Cindy Fevold 
27 Willis & Sharon Carlson 
 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Greg Anderson & Ann Albert 

DECEMBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

���������	�
��
���
���	��������
�����������	���
��	�
��
��	��
�����������
����
���
����������
���	����������
�����

��
���

�����
����
��
�����������������

*Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  All 
you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in 
the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish to give. 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


