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 There was this old deacon 
who always prayed, “Lord prop 
us up on our leanin’ side.”  After 
hearing him pray that many 
times, someone asked him why 
he prayed that prayer so 
fervently. 
 He answered, “Well sir, you 
see, it’s like this:  I got an old 
barn out back.  It’s been there a 
long time; it’s withstood a lot of 
weather; it’s gone through a lot 
of storms, and it’s stood for 
many years. 
 It’s still standin’.  But one day 
I noticed it was leanin’ to one 
side a bit.  So I went and got 
some pine poles and propped it 
up on it’s leanin’ side so it 
wouldn’t fall. 
 Then I got to thinking about 
that and how much I was like 

that old barn.  I’ve been around a 
long time.  I’ve withstood a lot of 
life’s storms.  I’ve withstood a 
lot of bad weather in life.  I’ve 
withstood a lot of hard times, and 
I’m still standing too.  But I find 
myself leanin’ to one side from 
time to time, so I like to ask the 
Lord to prop me up on my 
leanin’ side, and I figure a lot of 
us get to leanin’ at times.  
Sometimes we get to leanin’ 
toward anger, or leanin’ toward 
bitterness, leanin’ toward hatred, 
leanin’ toward cussin’, leanin’ 
toward a lot of things that we 
shouldn’t.  So we need to pray, 
‘Lord prop us up on our leanin’ 
side’ so we’ll stand straight and 
tall and glorify the Lord.” 

—Author Unknown 

January 2010 

Many times the clients that the 
Domestic Shelter serve come into 
the shelter with nothing except 
the clothes on their backs.  The 
same goes for their beautiful 
children.  They have no money 
for clothing, transportation, food 
or other necessities. 
 
The shelter thanks you for any 
and all contributions you may 

have made in the past and for 
your caring and prayers.  Once 
again there are needs at this time 
of year that are hard to meet and 
we are asking for any help you 
might be able to offer. 
 
If you have clothing you would 
like to donate, please take it to 
Key on Central at 1030 Central 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Ave. in Fort Dodge. Hours are 
Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m.  With winter now 
upon us, both adults and children 
are deeply in need of winter 
coats again this year. 
 
There are also ongoing needs for 
victims of domestic/sexual 
assault such as diapers, all sizes, 
baby wipes, and paper products, 
cosmetic items such as make up, 
nail clippers, files and tweezers, 
as well as food items such as 
baking supplies, condiments, 
meat and frozen items.  Phone 
cards are also very helpful, 
allowing clients to make long 
distance calls to family members 
or lawyers, or to  return calls for 
job applications.  DART bus 
tokens are useful to help victims 
get to job interviews, doctor 
appointments, and even the 
grocery store. 

 
Please take any coats and 
clothing to Key on Central and if 
you have any of the other items 
you would like to donate please 
bring them into the church office 
for Cindy to deliver to us. 
 
Thanks you so much!!!  
Betty Abrahamson 
Shelter Manager 

(Continued from page 1b) 

D/SAOC Needs 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
 REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

 BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS 
IN A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY  

 EMPOWERING TO SERVE 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

Please let Pastor Jim know 
if you are planning a 

legacy gift to our Zion 
Endowed Benevolence 

Ministry –  
helping people in need. 

Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord. 
2. Each person is a child of God. 
3. Everyone is welcome. 
4. Love changes us. 
5. Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6. The world needs the vision 

we have to offer. 
7. We exist to serve others. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Suggestions for 
your winter 
reading include 
the following 
new books: 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Fiction:  
The Missing 
Book 2 of the Seasons of Grace 
Series 

by Beverly Lewis 
A Measure of Mercy 
Book 1 of the Home to Blessing 
Series 

by Lauraine Snelling 
 
 

Medical: 
Guide to Self-Care 
Mayo Clinic (Answers to every-
day health problems) Third Edi-
tion, 2001. 
 
(We hope you don’t need this one 
but it could prove to be helpful.) 

 
 
 

Marjorie Wahlgren, Librarian 

Please remem-
ber in your 
prayers Andy 
Summers of Zion 
who is stationed 

in Iraq.  To send him a letter of 
encouragement, mail to: 
Spc. Summers, Andrew 
2nd Plt 445th Trans Company 
260th CSSB Camp Liberty Iraq, 
Apoae 09344. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reminder that our annual 
budget meeting will be Sunday, 
January 31, following worship.  
Please plan on attending and bring 
any questions you have about our 
church budget with you. 
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        November          Y.T.D. 
 
 ACTUAL INCOME  11,866.00 128,952.51 
 
 BUDGETED INCOME   14,076.83 154,688.30 
 
 ACTUAL EXPENSES  16,183.89 151,272.86 
 
 BUDGETED EXPENSES  14,076.81 154,705.41 
 

(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 
Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Zion Women of the ELCA 
 

 Welcome to 2010 and the 
Epiphany Season, a time of empha-
sis on the Light and Revelation of 
God in His Son, the Living Word.  
We continue in our study of Ro-
mans and the heart and center of 
Paul’s letter to these Gentile believ-
ers in Christ.  He reminds us of 
God’s dependable promises being 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  After the 
anguish of his cry in verse 24 of 
chapter 7, Paul begins with a very 
positive assertion in chapter 8:  
“There is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.”  
Join us as we delve into this affirm-
ing chapter for reassurance that 
nothing in all creation can separate 
us from God’s great love. 
  

—Marjorie Wahlgren 

Upcoming Events 
 
JANUARY 
  7—Circle Meetings 
    —Dorcas & Esther ... 9:00 a.m. 
 Bible Study Marj Wahlgren 
 Hostess ..... Pauline Johnson 

(Note that the morning cir-
cles meet together January 
through March) 

    —Martha Circle ........ 1:30 p.m. 
  ............................. at church 
 Bible Study ....... Mary Lind 
 Hostess ....... Frances Brown 
 14—Project Day ........... 1:30 p.m. 

(We can always use more to 
help tie quilts.) 

 21—General Meeting .. 1:30 p.m. 
 27—Bingo at Gowrie Care 
 Center ................... 2:30 p.m. 
 Dorcas Circle (bring cookies) 
 
 Many thanks to all women 

of Zion for your help in many pro-
jects this past year.  God bless you 
as we work together in our congre-
gation and community in the New 
Year.  Your new President is 
Phyllis Rasmussen and new Secre-
tary is Wanda Hade.  Mary Lind 
and Jean Larson will continue as 
Vice President and Treasurer. 
 

—Your WELCA Board 
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Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
 
Baptisms: 
Mason Lehman 11/29/2009 
 
Weddings: 
Shelby Fevold/ 
Christopher Albert 12/12/2009 
 
Funeral Services: 
Harley Patton 12/14/2009 
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 We would like to thank everyone 
who remembered us with cards, calls, 
visits, prayers and other kindnesses at 
this time. 
 Special thanks to Pastor Davis and 
Pastor Wahlgren for all their support.  
We appreciate everything so much. 
 God Bless all of you, 
 

—Don & Virginia Amandus 

 People who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time to 
pack essential items.  A health kit can help refugees to maintain personal 
hygiene while living in exile.  Items also contribute to a new start for those 
who can return home. 
 Zion’s Women of the ELCA are currently collecting items to make 
health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The following is a list of items 
needed to make one health kit: 

One hand towel, one washcloth, one bath-size bar of soap, any 
brand, one toothbrush, one comb, wide tooth preferred, one metal 
nail file or nail clippers with file attached, six Band-Aids, preferably 
1/2” to 3/4” wide 

 
 Wrap items in the towel and tie securely with ribbon or yarn.  Place 
your contributions in the blue plastic container labeled “Lutheran World 
Relief” in the back of the church.  If you do not care to shop, monetary 
contributions are an option.  You can give them to Jean Larson, WELCA 
treasurer, or leave them in the church office. 

   BRRRRR!  Love the snow, not 
the cold.  Isn’t it great to know that 
God provides enough warmth and 
love to erase all that!  As we begin 
the Epiphany season, the season of 
light, I hope that you will let your 
light shine for all to see!  You al-
ready do by sharing your time and 
talent and I appreciate that so much! 
 Once again, if school is let out 
early or cancelled, we will not have 
bell practice.  I hope it doesn’t hap-
pen too often this month. 
 

BEGINNERS & SONSHINE 
BELLS 

Jan.  6 – practice after school –   
   Max & Myles snacks 
       13 – practice after school –  
   Dillon snacks 
       20 – practice after school –  
   Haylie, snacks 
       27 – practice after school –  
   Allie, snacks 

Looking ahead, I will try to have 
both groups play in church at a 
Lenten service.  (Those are on 
Wednesday evenings.) 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
Jan. 10 – practice after church 
       17 – practice after church 
   24 – practice after church 
   31 – practice after church 
You will be playing on Sunday, 
February 14 and Sunday, Febru-
ary 28. 
   

VESPER RINGERS 
Jan. 6 – practice at 6:30  
      13 – practice at 6:30  
      20 – practice at 6:30  
  24 – PLAY IN CHURCH 
      27 – OFF  
On Sunday, January 31, I would 
like to practice with the Morning 
Glory Bell group on the piece that 
we are doing together.  Then we 

will need one more rehearsal to-
gether before we play the piece in 
February. 
 

SR. CHOIR 
We will be singing on Sunday, 
January 10 which is the second 
Sunday.  Rehearsal is at 9:00 that 
morning.  Men, heads up.  I would 
like the men of the Countryside 
Ministry to sing at the service on 
Feb. 14.  We will need some extra 
practices for this. 
 
Thanks to everyone for all the hard 
work during the Christmas season.  
The music has been beautiful!!!  
Also, thanks to the organists and 
liturgists!  You are much appreci-
ated!!!!! 
 

       —Colleen 
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 1 Tyler McCubbin 
 4 David Shavone 
 19 Cindy Youngquist 
 29 Marjorie Wahlgren 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Zanie Rydman 
  Liz Welter 
 3 Monte Albert 
 5 Treyton Swanberg 
 7 Kayla Field 
  Trevor Larson 
 8 Kathy Carlson 
  Norm Peterson 
 9 Mike Johnson 
10 Tatum Baade 
  Shaylin Carlson 
  Sydney Carlson 
11 Brandon Brohimer 
  Brett Carlson 
  Steve Cathcart 
  Ross Larson 
  LuAnn Suchan 
12 Jim Fevold 
  Jackie Johnson 
  Megan Peterson 
13 Jaxon Carlson 
  Jaden Clark 
14 Ann Albert 
  Brooklynn Anderson 
  Dale Carlson, Sr. 
  Julia Eastman 
16 Mike McGovern 
17 Nicholas Carlson 
  Cynthia Dunne 
18 Gary Carstens 

20 Dawn Loseke 
21 Megan Eastman 
  Sharon Fevold 
22 Bud Johanson 
  Phyllis Rasmussen 
  Rod Warehime 
23 Pauline Johnson 
  Jessica Peterson 
24 Nikki Carstens 
  Cindy McCubbin 
  Tanner Miller 
25 Erv Buske 
27 Steve Mohr 
28 Eleanor Bloomquist 
29 Sybil Bauer 
  Leonard Jansa 
  Marjorie Wahlgren 
30 Morgan Farnham 
31 Katie Clough 
  Megan Schill 
  Kimberly Watts 

GREETERS 
 

  3 Wanda Hade & Gary Kaehler 
 Cornell & Kris Lowery 
10 Robert & Sandy Sease 
 Cindy Youngquist/Katie Albright 
17 Youth Sunday 
24 Gregg & Martha Norine 
 Tracy & Angela Burger 
31 Brad & Jennifer Lane 
 Gary & Andrea Kuhn 
 

 
USHERS 

 
Ellis Harklau 

Greg Anderson 
Bob Sease 

Bruce Towne 
Tim Baade 

Rex & Holden Miller 
 

 
SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
   
 
  3 Ruth Elaine Sandeen 
10 Kathleen Johnson 
17 Youth Sunday 
24 Jeff Kruse 
31 Almeda Gordon 
 
 

GOWRIE  CARE CENTER 
HELPERS 

  
10 Nik & Laurie Telleen 
24 Steve & Kris Cathcart 
 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Kim Rolfes & Todd Anderson 

JANUARY 
CHURCH DUTIES 

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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*Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  All 
you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in 
the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish to give. 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


