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 I write with new year 
greetings from Dallas Texas!  No 
snow here, thankfully, and I am 
hoping that the winter season has 
eased up some by now in 
Gowrie.  Yikes indeed. 
 I landed in NY on Dec. 16 
and spent two and a half weeks 
in NY and PA before coming 
down to Texas last week.  It was 
really, really cold up there, with 
snow as well, all of which was a 
bit of a climate shock after my 
year in the tropics.   I head back 
to Sierra Leone on Jan. 28 so I 
will return to heat and humidity 
then. 

 Much of my time in the US 
this month is devoted to talking 
about Sierra Leone and the life of 
the church there. I did get to see 
my parents over Christmas and 
that was really nice.  This 
coming Sunday for the first time 
ever I will preach at 4 services.... 
which sounds a bit daunting as I 
think about it.  And I will have a 
power point slide program 
running with my sermon.  Then 
on Sunday night I will make 
another presentation.   Hopefully 
next week I will have down time 
to recover! 

(Continued on page 3a) 

February 2010 

The Zion Lutheran Church 
Council met on December 29, 
2009, at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Present:  Greg Anderson, Todd 
Anderson, Trent Farnham, Marv 
Jensen, Dawn Loseke, Colleen 
Palmer, Kim Rolfes, and Pastor 
Jim 
 
The meeting was called to order 
by Kim Rolfes. 
 
Devotions were the Nooma DVD 
entitled “Rich”.  Conclusion: 
what’s important is the generosity 
in our lives as we are the “rich” 
ones in the world. 

Minutes were approved as 
presented. 
 
Trent moved to accept the 
financial report.  Marv Jensen 
seconded.  Carried. 
 
Team Reports 
Faith Development Team—No 
Report 
 
Worship Team— 
· A community Thanksgiving 

Eve worship service was held 
on Wednesday, November 25 
at the Methodist church. 

· Christmas Eve service was 
(Continued on page 2) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
 

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
 352-3932 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
 352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ... Admin. Assistant 
 352-3645 
Beth Miller ........... Financial Secretary 
 879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ..................... Treasurer 
 352-3292 
Paul Johnson family .......... Custodians 
 548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
 Sr. High Youth Leaders 
 968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
 352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ....... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................  

 www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
Kim Rolfes ......................................... Chair 
Greg Anderson ......................... Vice-Chair 
Colleen Palmer ............................ Secretary 
 
Ann Albert Todd Anderson 
Trent Farnham Marv Jensen 
Dawn Loseke  
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well attended in spite of the 
weather.  Christmas Day 
worship service was not well 
attended. 

· WOV liturgy will be used 
during Epiphany 

 
Property Team Report— 
· Tuckpointing for the church 

will cost approximately 
$10,000.  Discussion was 
held concerning fund raising 
possibilities.  The cement 
caps on the roof are cracked 
badly therefore, letting in 
moisture. 

 
Stewardship Team Report— 
· We were shown the resources 

requesting financial support 
for 2010 that will be mailed 
within the next 10 days. 

 
Staff Report 
· Confirmation 
· Performed a wedding service 

for Shelby Fevold and Christ 
Albert on December 12. 

· Performed funeral services 
for Jennie Ness (Fulton) on 
November 21 and Harley 
Patton on December 14. 

· Baptized Mason James 
Lehman on November 29. 

 
Old Business 
· Discussed the organ note 

repayment. 
· The corporate structure of 

Countryside Ministry will be 
dissolved effective February 
28, 2010.  Fulton, Calvary 
and UCC/Congregational 
will contract for pastoral 
services from Zion.  Pastor 
Jim has not heard from Faith 
and Trinity yet.  December 
31 is the deadline for 
contracting for services. 

· No more questions on church 
use policy were raised. 

· Phoneathon – a preliminary 
report was handed out to the 
board members.  Not all 

(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 
caller reports are back yet. 

· Kim and Pastor Jim will be 
preparing a plan for what we 
can do to strengthen marriages 
in our congregation and 
community.  They will be 
working on this in the next 
month or two. 

 
New Business 
· The Zion annual budget 

meeting will be on January 31 
i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g 
worship. 

 
We adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Next meeting will be on 
January 26 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
Colleen Palmer 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

We want to include you in 
our donor book listing of 
planned gift donors to our 

Zion Endowed Benevo-
lence Ministry – helping 
people in need. Please see 

Pastor Jim. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Suggestions for 
your winter 
reading include 
the following 
new books: 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Biography: 
Won By Love 

by Norma McCorvey 
(Jane Roe of Roe vs. Wade speaks 
out for the unborn.) 
 
Fiction:  
The Shack 

by Wm. Paul Young 
 
 

Inspiration:  
The Journey 

by Billy Graham 
(How to live by faith in an uncer-
tain world.) 
 
The Red Sea Rules 

by Robert Morgan 
(God-given strategies for difficult 
times.) 
 
We also have some good devo-
tional books for your Lenten read-
ing. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren,  

Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Missionary News 
 

Please read the newsletter 
from our missionaries, Jean 

Wahlstrom and Marvin 
Kananen, located on the bulle-

tin board in the back of the 
church. 
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        December          Y.T.D. 
 
 ACTUAL INCOME  9,859.00 143,077.51 
 
 BUDGETED INCOME   14,076.83 168,765.13 
 
 ACTUAL EXPENSES  12,668.57 163,757.75 
 
 BUDGETED EXPENSES  14,076.81 168,782.22 
 

(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 
Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Zion Women of the ELCA 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
FEBRUARY 
  4—Circle Meetings 
    —Dorcas & Esther .... 9:00 a.m. 
 Bible Study .........................  
  .......... Ruth Elaine Sandeen 
 Hostess . Phyllis Rasmussen 

(Note that the morning cir-
cles meet together January 
through March) 

    —Martha Circle  ........ 1:30 p.m. 
  ............................. at church 
 Bible Study ........ Mary Lind 
 Hostess ....... Frances Brown 

 11—Project Day ........... 1:30 p.m. 
(We can always use more to 
help tie quilts.) 

  24—Birthdays at Gowrie Care 
 Center .................... 2:30 p.m. 
  ..... Esther Circle (bring angel 
  food cakes) 
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Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord. 
2. Each person is a child of God. 
3. Everyone is welcome. 
4. Love changes us. 
5. Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6. The world needs the vision 

we have to offer. 
7. We exist to serve others. 

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
None 

Please remem-
ber in your 
prayers Andy 
Summers of Zion 
who is stationed 

in Iraq.  To send him a letter of 
encouragement, mail to: 
Spc. Summers, Andrew 
2nd Plt 445th Trans Company 
260th CSSB Camp Liberty Iraq, 
Apoae 09344. 

 When I was in NYC the week 
before Christmas, I went to Advent 
Lutheran Church in Manhatten 
with my sister. She recently  found 
that church and really likes it.   
Barbara Lundblad was preaching, 
and of course I thought of Gowerie 
when I saw her. Didn't have much 
time to talk though, as I had to 
catch a train. 
 I hope this unfolding new year 
holds grace and blessings for you! 
 
With prayers and love, 
Kate 

(Continued from page 1) 

Kate Warn 
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 The senior 
high youth 
will be going 
to Southeast-
ern Tennessee 
this summer 
for a mission 

trip project.  This will include three 
days of different types of mission 
work, which may include painting or 
fixing up homes, working with chil-
dren and seniors, building bridges 
and paths in and around the Appala-
chian Homestead on Eagle Ranch in 
the Appalachian Mountains, and 
many other types of projects in this 
area.  The cost to go per participant is 
$450.  We will be doing some fund-
raisers over the next few months to 
help raise money to go on the 
trip.  Some of these include a St. Pat-
rick’s Day Dinner and the Easter 
breakfast coming up in the next cou-
ple of months.  If anyone has any 
questions about the trip, please feel 
free to contact Nick or Lindy Lehman 
a t  9 6 8 - 4 3 4 2  o r  l i n d y l e h -
man@yahoo.com.  Thank you for 
your support, this is going to be a 
great faith building opportunity for 
our kids to partake in.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 People who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time to 
pack essential items.  A health kit can help refugees to maintain personal 
hygiene while living in exile.  Items also contribute to a new start for those 
who can return home. 
 Zion’s Women of the ELCA are currently collecting items to make 
health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The following is a list of items 
needed to make one health kit: 

One hand towel, one washcloth, one bath-size bar of soap (any 
brand), one toothbrush, one comb (wide tooth preferred), one metal 
nail file or nail clippers with file attached, six Band-Aids (preferably 
1/2” to 3/4” wide). 

 
 Wrap items in the towel and tie securely with ribbon or yarn.  Place 
your contributions in the blue plastic container labeled “Lutheran World 
Relief” in the back of the church.  If you do not care to shop, monetary 
contributions are an option.  You can give them to Jean Larson, WELCA 
treasurer, or leave them in the church office. 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
 REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

 BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS 
IN A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY  

 EMPOWERING TO SERVE 

BEGINNERS & SONSHINE 
BELLS 

Feb.  3 – practice after school –  
   Jarrett L. snacks 
       10 – practice after school –  
   Josh & Daniel J. snacks 
       17 – practice after school –  
   Landon P. snacks 
       24 – practice after school –  
   Bryce R. snacks 
Mar.  3 – NO PRACTICE  
 
I am hoping that the groups will be 
ready to play in church on Wed., 
Feb. 24 at the 7:00 p.m. Lenten 
service at Zion.  Please put this on 
your schedule! 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
Feb.  7 – practice after church 
       14 – PLAY IN CHURCH (no 
   practice afterwards) 
   21 – Both groups will practice  
   together after church 

   28 – PLAY IN CHURCH (no 
   practice afterwards) 
 Mar.  7 – OFF  
 

VESPER RINGERS 
Feb. 3 – practice at 6:30  
      10 – practice at 6:30  
      17 – No Practice—Ash Wed.  
  21 – SUNDAY REHEARSAL 
   WITH THE MORNING  
   GLORY BELLS 
  24 – practice after Lenten  
   Service approx. 7:45 
      28 –  PLAY IN CHURCH  
Mar. 3 – OFF  
 

SR. CHOIR 
MEN—we will be singing on Sun-
day, Feb. 14 for the Countryside 
Service.  Full choir will sing on 
Sunday, Feb. 21.  Rehearsal will be 
at 9:00 that Sunday and then sing 
in church. 
 

       —Colleen 
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 2 Everett & Joyce Hade 
 6 Pam Kennell 
 7 Davis Family 
 11 Colleen palmer 
  Shelly Nelson 
 12 Ellis & Mary Harklau 
 14 Danielle Peterson 

 15 Hannah Carlson 
 19 Andrea Kuhn 
 28 Ashley Brown 
 
 

 1 Everett Hade 
 2 Seth Jepsen 
  Colton Kamp 
  Ruth Norine 
 3 Bruce Johnson 
  Brandon Shostak 
 4 Alan Clough 
  Paul Piltingsrud 
 5 Kelly Clough 
 6 Pam Kennell 
  Kyle Kruse 
  Lincoln Miller 
 7 Sierra Clark 
  Ellis Harklau 
  Ramona Thompson 
 8 Emma Davis 
  Mitch Nordin 
11 Shelly Nelson 
  Jon Telleen 
12 David Fevold 
  Colleen Palmer 
15 Drake Baade 
  Hannah Carlson 
  Danielle Peterson 
  Drew Stanek 
  Madelyn Stanek 
16 Kris Carlson 
  Bruce Towne  
17 Dave Carlon 
18 Corinne Jackson 

19 Elizabeth Burger 
  Andrea Kuhn 
20 Dick Phillips 
21 Kathy Mossberg 
22 Adelynne Peterson 
24 Irene Christianson 
  Donita Johanson 
  Julie Petersen 
25 Mary Harklau 
  Kim Kennell 
  Jason Mohr 
26 Bev Buske 
  Jim Carlson 
  Betty Peterson 
  Amanda Thompson 
27 Roy Anderson 
  Renae Lane 
28 Ashley Brown 

GREETERS 
 
 

  7 Brian & Jessica Lane 
 Kyla Mohr & Korryn Johnson 
10 COUNTRYSIDE MINISTRY 
 ADVISORY BOARD 
21 Ellis & Mary Harklau 
 Bruce & Cindy McCormack 
28 Scott & Annette Zinnel 
 Blaine & Carla Kamp 
 

 
USHERS 

 
Dan Rasmussen 

Tim Olson 
Doug Bloomquist 

Jim Carlson 
Darrel Mischke 

Gabe Olson 
 

 
SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
   
 
  7 Jeff Petersen 
14 Countryside Service 
21 Dick Phillips 
28 Janet Carlon 
 
 

GOWRIE  CARE CENTER 
HELPERS 

  
  7 Wayne & Bertha Youngquist 
21 Steve & Kris Cathcart 
 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Kim Rolfes & Todd Anderson 

FEBRUARY 
CHURCH DUTIES 

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

���������	�
��
���
����	

���
��������������	���
��	�
��
��

	������������
����
���
����������
���	����������
�����

��
���

�����
����
��
�����������������

*Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  All 
you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in 
the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish to give. 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


